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OF THE 


R O c K. 


Julia DE SANSCERRE, 
TO 


MARIA DE SAvILLON. 


[ In Continuation. | 


« WES,” anſwered the Marquis, 
« I muſt tell thee all — my 

ſoul will not depart in peace, until 
I make to thee a full confeſſion, of 
B 3 the 
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the injuries you have ſuſtained from 2 | 
the miſerable object before you — 3 
yes I will unfold the ſecrets of my | 
heart, and ſhew you all its ſpots.— 
I will after that truſt to your mer- 
cy to pity and forgive me. 

„% When Luzy and I were together 
at college, we had one day a differ- 
ence about ſome boyiſh trifle, which 
is not worth the mention ; his gene- 
rous ſpirit, however, ſoon pardoned 
my ſide of the offence, and begged 
me to forget what he was faulty 
1 

«« I pretended to be cordially re- 
conciled on my part, and ſpared no 


aſſurances to convince him that I 
was ſo—yet this was merely a ſu- 


perficial 
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perficial appearance — I could not 
forgive ſo readily — my heart che- 
riſhed a bitterneſs towards him — 
my ſoul: ſhrunk with hatred at his 
approach — I viewed him as the 
moſt hateful being of the whole 
creation. 

« We were much about the ſame 
age, and our learning ſhould have 
been pretty equal; but I was ſen- 
ſibly chagrined to find, that his 
genius out ſoared mine— and that 
he was far advanced in every branch 
of literature; whilſt I, who began 
my ſtudies ſomething before him, 


Was infinitely behind hand with him 


in all he had learned. | 
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« A day was appointed on which 
we were both to declaim. As in a 
higher claſs he began before me, and 
his ſubject was philoſophy. —I can 
never forget with what grace—with 
what eloquence he ſpoke—his words 


ſeemed choſen ſrom the flowers of 


oratory — and his voice was more 
harmonious than any I had ever 
heard, His declamation was re- 
ceived with ſhouts of applauſe, and 
every one conſidered him as a youth 
of the higheſt abilities and moſt pro- 
miſing accompliſhments, 

9 1 began ſoon after; my ſubject 


was rhetoric — but, ah, how differ - 


ently was it handled, from that 
which Luzy had juſt added beauties 
to, 
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to, by his eloquence ! my audience 
yawned — hemmed— coughed I felt 
myſelf unequal to the powers of ora- 
tory - but was at the ſame time too 
conſcious of my rival's merit. I de- 
ſcended from the roſtrum with marks 
of compoſure, though my boſom 
contained the ſharpeſt diſappointment 
—and the moſt inveterate hatred to 
the young and ſenſible Comte. As 
ſoon as I came down, I met him 
with almoſt extended arms to em- 
brace me. My friend,” cried he, 
* ſuffer me to congratulate you upon 
the excellency of your diſcourſe — 
you declaim well ! — your voice is 


mellifluous, and your reaſoning per- 
ſuaſive. 


33 J. 
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J imagined he meant this as an 
inſult, and turned from him with an 
air of contempt. The prize was 
immediately adjudged to be his—he 
received it with humility, and the 
moſt graceful addreſs. 

He aſſured ſome of his intimate 
friends that he was never more aſton- 


iſhed than when it was offered to him, 


for he had beard me with a degree of 


admiration he could not expreſs, and 
bad hoped I ſhould be rewarded ſuit- 
ably to my merit. He appeared much 
Hurt leſt a ſhare of partiality rather 
than his own eloquence had enga- 
ged the auditors to vote him the 
prize, 


« Dif- 
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« Diſregarding the air of diſdam 
I had ſhewn him, he became ten 
thouſand times more complaiſant to 
me—and never did I experience the 
leaſt exultation from this amiable and 


accompliſhed youth. Notwithſtand- 
ing I took an inſurmountable aver- 


ſion to him — and ſwore within my- 


ſelf, to mortify him in every ſcheme 


he could propoſe, and to croſs his 


deareſt purpoſes in life, if it could 

ever lie in my power to do ſo. 
„ will endeavour to be leſs pro- 
lix in this relation — ſuffice it to ſay, 
his conſtant ſuperiority over me in every 
thing that was admirable, gave me 
many opportunities of teſtifying to- 
wards him my envy and diſguſt— 
B 6 and 
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and when we left the ſeminary where 
we had been educated — I rejoiced 
in the proſpe& of ſeeing him leſs 
often. 

After he had made the tour of 
Europe, the world reſounded with 
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the beauties of his mind — the ele- IF 


gancy of his form, and the charms : 

of his addreſs. 5 . 
arrived myſelf in France about L ! 

this time - I perceived my envy of 

him encreaſe in proportion to the 

jaſtneſs of his praiſes — it was ru- 1 


moured that the beautiful daughter 
of the Duke De Clarence had en- 
gaged his love, and that after aſk- 
ing the conſent of his father (whom 
he hououred as a ſon ſhould do a 


parent) 
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parent;) he was to be united to 
her in thoſe indiffoluble bands, which 
were to ſeal his happineſs for ever. 

© Stung with jealouſy at theſe 
tidings, I reſolved that if riches and 
ambiton, could ſway a father, the 
Duke De Clarence ſhould never yield 
his daughter to the arms of Luzy ; 
and without knowing any more of 
her than what I had learned from 
report, I determined to marry her, 
were it only to give a ſtab to the 
felicity of the Comte. 

0 Elated with this ſcheme, I get 
myſelf introduced to the Duke — I 
affected to be enamoured of. his 
blooming Victoria. I will own, that 
I was much ſtruck with your beauty 
— but 
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— but had I not entertained a hope 
of mortifying my rival, nothing at 
that time could have perſuaded me to 
marry. I nted not add a great deal 
more — you know, alas! too well 
what follows, 

] threw out lures for the Duke's 
ambition — I ſhewed him. the rent- 
roll of my poflefſions— they influ- 
enced his intereſted principles, and 
he conſented: to give up Luzy in 
favour of a richer man. 

« Ah, my Victoria !—when I ce- 
flect upon the tears you ſhed— upon 
the ſighs it coſt you to reſign your 
lover, I tremble at the idea of all 
the miſery, my malicious enmity en- 
tailed upon your virtue, 

EF 
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« As ſoon as I was married, the 
end for which I had engaged you 
being obtained, your beauty could 
no longer attract me, fince it was 
not from love I poſſeſſed it diſſi- 
pation—immorality enſued—and Ma- 
dame La Bert's retiring to a convent, 
and there making you her confident, 
were planned in order to draw from 
you the ſecret of your attachment to 
Luzy, and your hatred of your huſ- 
band—you were, however, too vir- 
tuous to ſuffer any avowal of either 
to efcape you to her; and the had 
almoſt dearly paid for it, by the loſs 
of my affecłion. 

© In her abſence, I faw the infa- 
mous Le Blanc, and nothing but the 


fear 
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fear of loſing me entirely, could have 
made La Bert relinquiſh her diabolical 
intention of compleating your ruin ſo 
ſoon. 

« Finding that you were too pru- 
dent to diſcover to her your thoughts, 


ſhe left the convent, and agreed to 


ſhare with Le Blanc my love, and 
fortune. She knew your compaſſion- 
ate heart would ſeek to give her com- 
fort, whilft ſhe avowed herſelf a pe- 
nitent—there ſhe was right—but had 


the ſucceeded as well in prevailing 


on you to declare your ſentiments 


to her, your confinement in Italy 


would long fince have taken place. 
Her behaviour at the Maſque- 
rade, where ſhe appeared as a friar, 
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was artful. I did not know of her 
being there—it was to ſee whether 


'I ſhould. be an attendant of Le 


Blanc's to that place, and her attack- 


ing me in the ſevere manner that 


ſhe did, was to blind you, if ever 
ſhe ſhould be diſcovered, and to make 
you ſuppoſe, that ſhe intereſted her- 
ſelf in your cauſe alone. 

* Your amiable deportment to- 
wards me, made an impreſſion on 
my heart—and I had very nearly 
given it up ſolely to you — moſt in- 
dubitably would it have been fo — 
but for the deſtructive blandiſhments 
of theſe two women, who always 
hinted a ſuſpicion of your averſion 
to me, and at the ſame time pretend- 


ed 
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ed to give me the moſt convincing 
proofs of their attachment. 

«« Madame La Bert, at length, 
wrought me up to a belief, that you 
had ſuffered Luzy, in his journey 
through Paris, to ſee you, with all 
the hopes and warmth of a lover, 
and that you had conſigned to him 
that honour, which you had ever 


ſeemed to ſet ſo high a value on in 


your ſex, 

© Inflamed with jealouſy, the ſight 
of his picture in your poſſeſſion, urg- 
ed me to baniſh you from my ſight. 
That picture, however, Madame De 
Sanſcerre has explained the ſtory of 


— and I can never enough repent 


the cruelty of my uſage towards you. 
«© This,” 
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This,“ added the Marquis, tak- 
ing hold of the ſnowy hand of his 
5 wife, „is my confeſſion. Forgive 
me, —ah, forgive me ! moſt amiable 
; and moſt injured of women, or I can 
never die in peace,” | 

He burſt into a violent flood of 
anguiſh — and the bed ſhook under 
him from the force of his affliction. 
The amiable and unfortunate Victo- 
ria, ſaid all ſhe could think of, to 
give him comfort —and after paint- 
ing to him the ſoft charms of reli- 
gion, and bidding him truſt in the 
mercies of the Almighty, ſhe left 


him ſomewhat compoſed, and in- 


clined to reſt, 


He 
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He has told her, that in the hands . 
of Monſieur Le Gripinarde, her for- E 
tune of forty thouſand pounds is . 
lodged, and that it was ſo contrived 1 
by the Duke De Clarence her father, 
that the Marquis could not touch a 
ſixpence of it, without having from 
her a gift of it, that he could never 
prevail on himſelf to make her any 
requeſt relating to it, after the cru- 
elties he had exerciſed on her — he 
wiſhed that he had left the eſtate of 
Clarence as much out of his power 
— but that, alas | was too late to re- 


pent of. 
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THE Marquis has received all 
the rites of the church—he is ex- 
tremely ill.—I fear he cannot hold . 
out many hours. Victoria ſcarcely 
leaves his pillow one moment — he 
is not able to bear her abſence, — 
Poor man !—he is indeed a penitent. 
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NOT long ago the Marquis de- 
fired the Marchioneſs to ſend for 
Monfieur 


\ 
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Monfieur De Montville and' my- 
ſelf to his apartment—we ſurround- 
ed his bed. | 

J am dying,” cried he, taking 
the hand of Victoria, I am about 
to enter on a world unknown! — 
Come, my friends, and behold the 
effects of a profligate life—come and 
behold the dangers of licentiouſneſs— 
the horrors that attend the laſt mo- 
ments of a debauchee. 

« Oh, Paris! thou theatre of vice 
— thou rock againſt which youth 
and innocence are daſhed—how bit- 
ter are thy pleaſures how deſtruc- 
tive thy allurements ! 

« Give me your prayers, my in- 
jured wife—intercede for my falva- 

tion. 
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mY tion; — The voice of virtue aſcends 
. even, to the high heavens. — Oh, 
could my repentance reach to that 
bleſſed fummit — my agonizing ſore 


row would attain acceptance from 
our benevolent merciful God!“ 
He ſunk upon his pillow — we 
thought he had breathed his laſt — 
but it was only a fainting fit, — I 
am called; I muſt lay down my pen. 
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When I returned, in company with 


the Chevalier De Montville, to the 


Marquis's chamber, he had recovered 
from the fit I mentioned; he wan- 
dered very much from reaſon, and 
did not poſſeſs his ſenſes perfectly; 
and he was talking in a confuſed 
manner to Victoria. 

« Ah!” exclaimed he, .“ Hell is 
open before me — I ſee it! — they 
are preparing to avenge. the death of 
Luzy.—I diſpatched him like a cow- 
ard—the law could take no cogni- 


zance of it. —La Bert recommended 


that way as ſafeſt — I broke his heart 
—he ſought to fly from his enemy 
— but then the tempeſt roared — 
the demons of {hell were my con- 
fede- 
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to repreſent of beauty in diſtreſs 
her diſhevelled hair her hands claſp- 


3 open. — Hark ! —hark ! 

He jumped up in his bed—his 
> attendants endeavoured to hold him 
* down—and Victoria upon her knees 
beſought him to be compoſed — 
he looked at her ſtedfaſtly — ſhe 
was the very image one would wiſh 
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= federates — they made the thunder 
roll - the lightning flaſh — the ocean 


ed her affrighted and tearful eye, 


tendered her the moſt intereſting 


. nf object I ever beheld, 


He, in fixed 


attention of her, ſuffered his people 


to replace him in his bed—and after 


4 
73 
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that, he reached towards her his 


£0 You 
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*© You are,” cried he, * the guar- 
dian angel of my ſlumbers. — Tell 
me—am I condemned for all eter- 
nity ?” 

* God forbid!” anſwered, with 
fervour, our afflicted friend. 

* God!” replied he, God! 
oh, do not mention that name! — 
how much have I neglected my God!“ 
and then he reckoned upon his fin- 
gers, and muttered to himſelf. 

From the extreme agitation of his 
mind, his wounds bled afreſh, and 
in ſomuch, that before they could 
receive any aid, he fainted. through 
weakneſs, 

Upon his recovering a ſecond time, 
he talked ſenfibly—he ſtrove to kiſs 


Victoria's 
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Victoria's hand ſhe embraced him 


with affection — he begged her to 


pray for him, and we all kneeled 


around his bed, and audibly joined 


in offering up oriſons for a dying 
perſon; in the midſt of which, he, 
with great emotion, lifted. up his 
eyes and hands to heaven, ſaying 
penitently — 

Father of mercy, receive a dy- 


ing finner, or without thee, I am 


loſt for ever.” 

In about ten minutes after the a- 
bove ejaculation, he fell in convul- 
ſions, and, in a few moments, with 


many ſevere ſtruggles, yielded his 
ſoul to eternity, 


C 2 I 
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I cannot expreſs to you the ami- 
able and endearing ſenſibility of 
Victoria. She weeps for him—ſhe 
laments his untimely end — but in 
her grief you behold nothing of 
that falſe rhapſody, which modern 
times exhibit on ſuch occaſions, when 
a widow thinks it neceſſary to rend 
the air with her cries, at the de- 
parture of a man ſhe could not love 
when living. £ 

The grief of the Marchioneſs 
was much ſtronger, — was much 
more poignant on the loſs of a 
late beloved object —alas, my Ma- 
ria has ſhe not been conſpicuouſly 
unfortunate ? 
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VICTORIA is at preſent with 
me.—She intends to ſet off for her 
retirement in Sardinia, which the 
Marquis has left her, That, and his 
houſe in Paris, were all the poſſeſ- 
ſions he had remaining — both of 


which by his will, now belong to 
the Marchioneſs. 


The 
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The Marquis De Lauſanne has left 
no debts unpaid — he ſtripped him- 
ſelf of every thing in order to be- 
have with honour towards his cre- 
ditors : in every particular he behaved 
well—and even Madame La Bert ac- 
knowledges, he owed her nothing— 
a qualm of conſcience, it is ſuppoſed, 
gives riſe to this declaration, having 
no doubt poſſeſſed herſelf of many 
more conſiderable ſums of his, than 
that which was imagined to be due 
to her, from Lauſanne—how fairly, 
ſhe beſt knows. 

J endeavour to prevail on the 
charming and amiable Marchioneſs 
to remain with me a little while in 


Paris—but ſhe is deaf to my entreaty. 
i 


= 

4 

1 

"i 

[ F 1 
8 

2 

24 

? {1 
4 * 

4. 2 
PE 

FE 

L 

8 


4 
% 
wy 
. 
v.44 
» 
* 
— « 
* 
Bi 
4 
0 5 
1 
2 
* : 
= 
2 
* 2 
* 
a 
F 4 
7 
7 — 
5 
* o 
- 
a 
is 
"* 
4 


Taz HERMIT or Tye ROCK. 31 


I would, with great willingneſs, ac- 
company her as far as her melancholy 
caſtle, but ſhe will not hear of my 
leaving my affairs in their unſettled 
ſituation.— Beſides, ſhe hinted ſome- 
thing of your intending to meet her 
on the confines of Italy, whenever 
ſhe ſpoke of returning thither. 

Do not change that reſolution, my 
dear Maria, for it will be both a 
comfort and a charity to fave her 


from the unhappineſs of her own 


ideas, 


Adieu, 


Jouria DE SANSCERRE. 
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LETTER XLVII. 


MARIA DE SAviLLON, 


VIcTORIA DE LAUSANNE. 


COME, my Victoria — come to 
Belvoir caſtle, and in the bo- 

ſom of ſympathizing friendſhip pour 
all thy ſorrows. My mother's ſitu- 
ation will not allow of my attending 
you 
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you at preſent to Sardinia — but if 
you will paſs. three months with us 
ere you bid adieu to France, I pro- 
miſe to accompany you, at the. expi- 
ration of that time, to your beloved 


retirement. 
My dear parent joins with Lindor 


and myſelf, in entreating you not to 


refuſe this requeſt.—I know you love 
to confer happineſs — if mine then 
was ever dear to you, let me ex- 
perience it by your ready acquieſcence 
to my wiſhes. IR 
You will be pleaſed to fee cur 
pretty Sophia grown a thouſand times 
more charming than when you were 
ſtruck with her — and her brother 
improved in that learning yeur cha- 
C 5 rity 
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rity has given him an opportunity of 
applying to.— I would keep the ſe- 
cret of their father's return from you 
until you could be informed of it 
from their own grateful hearts—but 
that I know it will afford you pleaſure 
to hear it as ſoon as poſſible. 

He came home to his humble cot- 
tage ſome time laſt week, after hav- 
ing met with a thouſand misfortunes 
to detain him from his family — the 
principal one was, his having conſent- 
ed to go on board a veſſel bound for 
St. Lucie, merely to obſerve the me- 
chaniſm of a ſhip, and meaning to 
- return on ſhore as ſoon as his curi- 
oſity was indulged ; mark the con- 


ſequence, 
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A ſtormy arofe, and continued all 
night ſo terribly, that he could not 
land, but was driven out of port in 
the veſſel. The next morning the 


captain perceived that he was a good 


way from France, as every thing was 
entirely prepared for his voyage, and 
he only waited for a fair wind, in- 
ſtead of returning to put the poor 


man on ſhore, he continued his courſe 


to the Weſt- Indies, in ſpite of the 


tears and agony he beheld him im- 
merſed in. When he arrived at St. 
Lucie, the climate, and the ſedentary 
life he had led in his voyage to it, 
brought on him diſeaſes which con- 
fined him for many months. In 


ſho:', after a tedious ſojournment in 
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a a ſtrange land, a humane gentleman 


who heard his ſtory, conſented to 
bring him with him to France, and 


he arrived not above a fortnight ſince 
at Bourdeaux, 


So far I have found it not diffi- 
cult 'to relate :—but were I to at- 
tempt the joy with which his family 
is inſpired, I ſhould find my pen in- 
adequate to the taſk, 


I have written to beg Julia to in- 
tereſt herſelf in my behalf — and to 
perſuade you to favour us with your 
company at Belvoir caſtle.— If you 
do not come—I ſhall fancy myſelf 
leſs dear to you — an idea that J 
ſhould find it too difficult to ſupport. 


Farewell, 
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Farewell, my beloved Vidtoria—never 
doubt of the unalterable affection of 


Your, 


MARIA DE SAvILLON, 


LET. 
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LETTER XLVIII. 


VICTORIA DE LAUSANNE, 
TO 
Juria DE SANSCERRE. 


Belvorr Caſtle. 


AM arrived at the Comteſſe De 
Villineaut's, my dear Julia, and 
have been received with all that ten- 
derneſs, which is ſo peculiarly adapted 


to 
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to hearts like hers, Maria's, and Lin- 
dors. Our meeting was very pathe- 


tic -was very affecting the reverend 


form of my friend's mother, remind- 


ed me of my own, when ſhe embraced 


her Victoria, after having unwillingly 


conſented to her leaving Clarence with 


her huſband. 

Ah, can I ever forget her tears and 
ſighs in that moment? — Can I ever 
forget, with what wildneſs of ſorrow 
ſhe ſtrained me to her heart? — Oh, 
my Julia, I feel it! — at this inſtant I 
feel that embrace. — What an idea! 


— alas! I perceive I have not yet 
conquered ſenſibility. 


The Comte De Savillon and his 


admirable wife, are emblems of con- 


jugal 
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jugal fidelity and love. He has loſt 
nothing of that anxious, yet delicate 
attention towards his Maria, which 
was ſo amiable in him before the knot 
that ſecured her his was tied and on 
her part, ſhe is the ſame bewitching, 
ſenſible, and tender miſtreſs, which 
the days of courtſhip ſaw her. When 
you, my dear Julia, and Solignac, are 
married, I ſhall have nothing more in 
this life to wiſh for. 


Adieu. I am not now an entertain 
ing correſpondent — I am conſcious 
that I am not — you muſt not there- 
fore think me unkind, if I do not 
write again, before I arrive at the 
caſtle Au Bois, — I take no longer a 

pleaſure 
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f © pleaſure in writing. —I am, in fact, 
no longer of uſe to my friends — to 
the world — or to myſelf — yet ſhall 


Is ever love thee my Sanſcerre. 


>. 
H 3 


VIcTORIA DE LAUSANNE. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XIIx. | 
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Julia DR SANSCERRE, 
T o Wt 


VicTorla DE LavsANNE. 


8 IN CE you left Paris, I have 
had ſome trouble with Madame 

La Bert — ſhe has taken another re- 
ligious turn—ſhe has wearied me with 
letters containing the words Pardon— 
Convent 
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= Convent — Wretch — Penitence, Gc. 


Sc. Sc. She execrates her perfidy 
towards you — ſhe exclaims againſt 


her own immoralities — ſhe confeſſes 


having been in league againſt you 
with - the Duke De Maurice. — In 
ſhort, ſhe accuſes herfelf without 
mercy. | 

I wrote her an anſwer, which I 
begged might ſerve for all the let» 
ters ſhe had ever taken the trouble 
to fend me, and thoſe, that ſhe may 
perhaps addreſs to me in future, 
ſetting forth my ſorrow for her crimes, 
and my joy at her penitence — my 
ſorrow if ſhe ſhould be hypocritical — 
and my joy, ſhould ſhe really be 
fincere, 
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I then took the liberty of recom- 
mending to her, a houſe of poor 
Clares at Gravelines, where I hint- 
ed, the might faſt, and pray, and 
work, almoſt -in proportion with 
thoſe monſtrous iniquities ſhe had 
made ſo entire a confeſſion of to 
me. — I then wiſhed her perſeverence 
in her good undertakinge, and hoped 
to be remembered in her prous 
prayers. 

Now I know you will be angry 
at this ſtrain of irony — but ſhe ſtill 
deſerves it; — ſhe is at preſent in 
high flirtation with the Chevalier 
De Granville. . 

Le Blanc has not been taken — a 
circumſtance you are not ſorry for, 

I 
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dare ſay — her paramour has never 


? 
I returned to France. 
* I faw the Duke De Maurice yeſ- 
terday — he took my hand and ſigh- 
ed upon it. Your fair friend, 
Madam, — how does the too charm- 
ing Marchioneſs ?” 

I will not tell you what he faid 


after — you would be angry —yet a 
man, of his conſtancy, muſt not be 
too readily blamed for rejoicing at 
the diſappearance of one obſtacle to 
his happineſs. —He had the aſſurance, 
my dear Victoria, to ſay, he would 


7 hope to call you one day his. I an- 
= ſwered with an air of diſdain, and 


5 emphatically pronounced, — Ne- 
ver.“ He ſhrugged his ſhoulders 
— ſighed, 
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— ſighed, and turned from me. 


Poor Solignac frets at my obſtinacy, 


as he terms it, in not conſenting to 
marry him, before my affairs are ſet- 
tled — a thing I am poſitively deter- 
' mined on, ſince I am not to be out- 
done in generoſity. 

Farewell — theſe fix weeks of your 
abſence from me, have appeared fo 
many months — and yet you talk of 
ſecluding yourſelf for ever, in that 
odious caſtle! — Let pity for your 
friends counteract ſo frightful an in- 
tention. Believe me to be 


Ever yours, 


Joria De Sanscerre. 


N. B. 
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N. B. Many letters paſs between 
Madame De Savillon and Madame 
De Sanſcerre during Madame De 
Lauſanne's ſtay at Belvoir caſtle, but 
as they chiefly contain what has al- 
ready been related, to avoid the repeti- 
tion the Editor of this Work has 
thought proper to ſuppreſs them, 


L. E IT- 
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EET TER: Le 


VicToRia DE LAUSANNE, 


MARIA DE SAvILLON. 


OU look upon my ſituation as 
deplorable, my dear Maria, and 
from your extreme affection for me, 
believe that it cannot but be prejudi- 
cial to my health, merely from my 


giving 
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1 | giving way to melancholy ; but that 
FD melancholy, ſo far from being in- 
© jurious to me, is the only conſola- 


R 
5 e 
n 


tion I enjoy. 


22 


* To remove thoſe fears, however, 
; which you feel for your unhappy 
| | friend, in conſequence of your ten- 
4 5 der affection for her, I can tell you 
1 0 that I met with an incident lately, 
, 4 which, for a ſhort time, prevented 
* me from giving any attention to my 


S P 
A __ LS md 
* 1 
, 


3 * own ſorrows, though it is not in the 


| power of any human event to make 
L me ceaſe to lament the loſs of my 


3 ever beloved, and never- to- be for- 


= gotten Luzy.— After the hurry, in- 
3 © deed, which this incident occaſioned, 


Vor. III. D was 
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was over, I was the more ſtrongly 
reminded of my unhappy fate. 1 4 
A few days ago we had here fo 1 
violent a ſtorm of thunder, light- 7 
ning, and rain, accompanied with a 
whirlwind which filled every breaſt 
with terror: every boſom but mine, 
to that you know diſtreſs is familiar: 
I was therefore leſs ſenſible of the 
danger; or rather leſs anxious of pre- 
ſerving a life which has ſor ſome : 
time been almoſt ready to fink un- E 
der the- weight of -accumulated 
 wretchedneſs. = 3 
Yet, though I am indifferent about 3 
my own ſafety, Maria, I could not A 
behold from the windows of the Y 
caſtle, a veſſel which had long ſtrug- 
| gled 
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gled to ride through the ſtorm, com- 
pelled at laſt to ſubmit to its over- 
3 powering violence, and bulged upon 
= the rock, from which thoſe on board 


I had ineffectually endeavoured to ſteer 
= it. 

== 5 

I The ſcreams of the miſerable crew, 


= reaching my ears, filled my foul 
3 : with horrors. I fel? for the unfor- 
= tunate victims; I felt alſo for my- 
ſelf: tercified, . at the idea that the 
mercileſs waves had ' ſwallowed - up 
the beloved of my heart, my grief 
was renewed, and*I wept, aloud. x 
My people now came to- tell me, 
that the greateſt part of the crew 
were drowned. —Methought I faw 
my Luzy ſinking a ſecond time in 
D 2 the 


52 Tar HERMIT or ru ROCK. 


the fathomleſs ocean. — They ima- 
gined that my tears flowed for them, 
but they proceeded from an addi- 
tional cauſe, ever to be remembered 
with the moſt painful ſenſations. 

While I was giving vent to the 
effuſions of my ſenſibility, Nannette, 
my faithful Nannette, came running 
into my apartment“ Oh, madam !” 
exclaimed ſhe almoſt breathleſs, ** what 
a ſcene of diſtreſs have I beheld ? In 
that veſfel you ſee broken to pieces 
by the ſtorm, was a family who are 
all drowned, except one lady, whom 
the failors had laſhed to a part of 
the ſhip: but the wind burſting 
the cords aſunder, ſhe was driven by 
it to the ſhore, 


« She 
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She has been taken up more 
dead than alive by your people, who 
have made her bring up ſome of the 
falt water ſhe had ſwallowed; and 
they hope, if they can get her to 
take any repoſe, that ſhe may re- 
cover. But as ſoon as ſhe came to 
the remembrance of her unhappy 
ſtate, ſhe refuſed all aſſiſtance, all 
comfort, declaring, that as ſhe had 
loſt the only man in the world for 
whom ſhe wiſhed to live, ſhe did 
not deſire to preſerve her exiſtence,” 


Such a renewal of my ſorrows 
makes my heart grow faint within 
me.,—My head is too weak to hold 
a pen—[l muſt, therefore, for a ſhort 


D 3 time, 
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time, bid adieu to my Maria—But, 
when my ſtrength and ſpirits wilb 
permit, you ſhall ſoon hear again 
from 


Your affectionate friend, 


VicToRIA DE LAUSANNE. 


Vics 
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VicToRIA DE LAUSANNE, 


| In Continuation. | 


1 TAKE up my pen again, Maria, 
N to continue my narration, I 
= was before too much affected to 
; . proceed. 

g My people, at my deſire, brought 
the lady they had faved, though 
with great difficulty, to the caſtle. 


—She now wept, now raved, and 


called aloud upon her Meilcour : 
vowing, that as he was for ever loſt, 
3 + TER ſne 
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— 


ſhe would follow him, and partake 


of his watery grave; ſtruggling, 
alſo, as much as ſhe could, from 
the failure of her ſtrength, with 
thoſe who held her, and begging 
to be releaſed that ſhe might join 
her lover! her huſband! 
How I pitied her, my dear Sa- 
villon! How did her loſs bring to 
my memory, my own! 
My tears flowed afreſh when I 
thought of my Luzy; and by them 
I gained more upon her than if I 
had made uſe of a thouſand words. 
She, at length, ſubmitted to the 
being led to the apartment I had 
deſtined for her.— She then addrefled Rt 
me in the following pathetic manner, 3 1 
5 Yoar = 


a, 
RT x 


IF 
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% Your ſympathizing tears, Ma- 
dam, have done more than the moſt 
earneſt perſuaſions could have effect- 
ed: you feel, you cheriſh my ſor- 
rows: others inſult them by deſiring 
me no longer to complain, — ““ No 
longer to complain!“ continued ſhe, 
lifting up her eyes, while her hands 
were claſped in an agony of deſpair 

— Not to lament, when 1 have 
loſt all I held dear on earth? — 
Oh, Madam you do not—cannot 


know—what a wretch you now be- 


hold—1 would ſpeak—I wiſh to tell 


you—but my voice fails me—I can- 
not articulate my woes.“ 

Here ſhe ſunk into à kind of 
fainting fit, and was conveyed to a 
| "Ws bed 


58 Tas HERMIT or Tye ROCK; 


bed near which I ſcated myſelf, 

While I was aſſiſted by Nannette, 
applying lavender-water to her tem- 
ples, and volatiles to her noſe, I 
had an opportunity of taking a view 
of her perſon.— I found her young, 


lovely, and even delicate beyond ex- 
preſſion, though the ſplaſhing of the 
ſea, and the diſorder of her dreſs, had 
deprived her of thoſe advantages 
which give graces to the fineſt fi- 
gures. 
When ſhe opened her eyes, and 
attempted to thank me for my care 
of her, there was an expreſſion in 


them, and a melody in her plaintive 
accents, which filled me with admi- 


Tation, and made me feel a double 
ſhare 
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1 ſhare of compaſſion for her fate. I 
endeavoured to perſuade her to take 
ſome refreſhment; but all my elo- 
quence could not, for a long time, 
prevail. | 

W % No,” — cried ſhe with a ſigh, 
X which ſeemed. to rend her heart — 
5 No, madam,—lI cannot conſent to 
do any thing to prolong a life that 
== muſt be ſuperlatively wretched, with- 
J out the man whom I loved beyond 
| myſelf. 


Only put yourſelf in my place” 
I - —continued ſhe.—** Suppoſe you had 
T this moment loſt the dear beloved 
of your ſoul, the moſt amiable of 
men to whom you had ſworn to 
unite yourſelf by the moſt ſacred, 
D 6 the 
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| the moſt binding ties. — To ſuch a 
man I ſhould have been united for M 
ever, as ſoon as we had ſet our feet : 4 
on ſhore, — but in one ſad—dreadful 3 
moment, the pitileſs waves, as if 
envious of my approaching felicity, 
ſnatched him from my fight — tore 


him for ever from me—Oh! Madam ! 
can you, who never ſuſtained ſuch 
a loſs—can you aſk me to live?— 
Can you expect me to receive con- 
ſolation?“ 

Here, my dear Maria, was a ſcene 
for me! What a revival of my own 


ever- to- be remembered forrows! what 
an addition to them! would it not- 


have inſtantly brought my Luzy be- 
fore me, had it been poſſible for me 
ever 
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ever to forget him! — The ſudden 
recollection pains my heart to ſuch 
a degree of acuteneſs, that my pen 
drops from my feeble hand. 

When I have wiped away my 
tears, ſoothed, and indulged my ſor- 
rows, I will endeavour to reſume it. 
— Till then, b:ſtow an additional 
Mare of pity on 


Your diſtreſſed 


VICTORIA DE LAUSANNE. 


LE T. 
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LETTER Ul 


VicToRIA. DE LAUSANNE, 


Maria DE SAvILLON. 


Vo will feel how I ſympathized 
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with this poor ſufferer, Maria; 
I not only kept pace with her ſighs 
and tears, but told her that ſhe was, 
by no means, the only wretched of 
her 
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her ſex: adding, that I had myſelf, 
met with a dreadful calamity of the 
# fame kind, by loſing the man whom 
I had all the reaſon in the world, 
© to love, honour, and revere.. 


Here the ſtarted up, — looked. - 
carneſtly in my face, and, preſſing 
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my hand with an inexpreſſible agi- 
tation, cried eagerly, © But you did 
not ſee him die — you did not ſee 
him. float on the waves till he ex- 
pired before your eyes — Oh! that 
—that was too much to bear!” 


How was my heart rent, Maria, 


by ſuch pathetic expreflions! They y 
prevented me from offering her any 
1 immediate conſolation. I could only 
5 reply, 3 
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reply, in broken accents, Ves 
but 1 was the cauſe of his death.“ 


« Ah!” replicd ſhe, with a mourn- 


ful, compaſſionate air, that was 
killing indeed. — Yet you live, my 
dear madam: you bave been gra- 
ciouſly ſpared to offer comfort to 
ſuch a wretch as me.” 


* 1 have,” anſwered I, collecting. 
myfelf, in conſequence of this ſpeech 
(my heart ſunk within me, and I 
reproached myſelf for having been 
_ guilty of ingratitude to the Giver of 
All) I have endeavoured to be re- 
figned to the Father of Mercy, but 
I cannot bring myſelf to the frame 
of mind I wiſh to be in, I can- 


not 
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not but lament the loſs of him whom 
I fo dearly loved: yet I have not 
abſolutely rejected all comfort, I till 
preſerve my life, at the requeſt of 
my remaining friends.” 

« But I have no friends remain- 
ing,” replied ſne; I have ſeen both 
my parents expire. My dear mother, 
with her lateſt breath, gave me to 
my loſt Meilcour — and we were 
going to receive the laſt ſighs of an 
uncle of his at Naples, when this 
dreadful viſitation came upon us.” 

Here a freſh torrent of tears burſt 
from her eyes, and put a total ſtop 
to her utterance. She continued to 
weep for a conſiderable time; — I 
willingly bore her company, and 
actually 
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actually found relief by giving a 
vent to my full heart: my ſympa- 
thetic behaviour ſcemed to. touch her 
deeply—She daſhed away her tears, 
for a moment, and aſked my pardon 


for having revived a ſorrow which 


TI might have forgotten, had it not 


been renewed by ber. 

Her manner affected me exceed- 
ingly — I faid and did every. thing 
in my power to render her more 
compoſed. 

At length I prevailed on her to ſwal- 
low a little light ſoup, and to try to 
take ſome reſt. — She complied with 
my firſt requeſt, but not till it had 
been ſeveral times repeated — telling 
te—by way of return for my. kind- 

* neſs 
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AX neſs — that I had convinced her it 
Y would be criminal in her to throw 
4 ; away her own life; and that we had 
1 Wnever ſo much reaſon to- hope for 
3 relief from our Creator as when we 
J 4 ſubmitted, without murmuring, to 
Y bis wiſe decrees. 

== *© Yet what relief,” added ſhe, 
3 with a deep ſigh, ** can I expe? 
Every thing which J valued in this 
1 world is loſt—all my hopes are bu- 
ried in the pathleſs ocean. I have 
3 nothing left to with for or deſire, 
Y but to follow Meilcour — I with 
== only to die, — We may ſurely wiſh 
bor a period to our exiſtence, with - 


out appearing in a criminal light. 


Indeed, 


68 Tur HERMIT or Tuz ROCK. 


* Indeed, indeed,” — continued | 
the, claſping her hands, © I would FR 
not do an ill action for the uni- f 


verſe.— But I long to go to a bet- . 


ter place, for here is nothing but 
ſorrow and diſtreſs.“ + 

I could not help ſubſcribing, in Þ : 
my own mind, to the ſentiments | 
of this unfortunate ſtranger, my 
dear Savillon; I wiſhed, however, to 
give a different turn to them. The 
appearance of conformity is ſometimes 
more effectual than oppo/itron ; I have 
found it ſo, and my dear Maria has, 
by this method, more than once 
foothed the tortured mind 


= Of her afflited 


VicToRIA DR LAUSANNE. 


Tux HERMIT or Tuz ROCK. 66 
1 LETTER III. 


VicToRia DE LAus ANNE, 


1 Maria DE SAviLlLon. 


M Y poor unhappy gueſt, Maria, 
. | ö at length overcome with af. 
fiction and fatigue, conſented to 
| try to repoſe herſelf. — I then left 
the room, ordering Nannette to watch 
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by her, and went out to breathe 2 
little freſh air, in hopes that it would | 1 
relieve my full heart, from which | 
I ſtrove to baniſh the unfortunate | 
Luzy. : 
I thought, indeed, I had ſome- ; 


what leſs reaſon to complain, by a 


having found that I was not the : ; 
only woman in diſtreſs: I thought 
too, I might reckon myſelf leſs 
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miſerable than this mourning ſtranger, 
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having ſtill friends remaining who Þ | 
were moſt dear to me; particularly Þ a 
you and my J ulia De Sanſcerre, who 


ſppplied the place of father, mother, 5 N 
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friends — 1 thought too, that as my 

good Nanaette, though in an humble E: 

ſtation, was a treaſure, it was my | 
duty 


Taz HERMIT or Tuz ROCK. 71 


duty to be grateful; for an honeſt 
faithful ſervant, not inſenſible of our 


afflictions, is, perhaps, one of our 
greateſt comforts, as we can before 
them freely unboſom ourſelves, and 
by venting our ſorrows frequently 
find the greateſt relief.: we are afraid 
to wound the heart of a near rela- 
tion, or a valued friend by our com- 
plaints: there is alſo ſome kind of 
reſtriction before the deareſt com- 
panions of our days, who are either 
our ſuperiors or equals; but with 
domeſtics, there is no ſuch delicacy 
required: we pay no regard to their 
pteſence; we give a vent to our 
ſorrows, as if we believed ourſelves 


unheard. | 
When 
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When ſuch humble friends as my 
Nannette, pay us that attention 
which we ſometimes require, we 
receive it with the greater ſatisfac- 
tion, as we can receive it without 
conſtraint; and are even at liberty 
to return a peeviſh, diſcontented an- 
ſwer to their offered conſolations, 
without caring whether we pleaſe 


or offend. 


« What comforts are theſe?” faid 
I to myſelf. 

On a ſudden, caſting my eyes on 
the beech, and beholding the foam- 


ing ſea, I fighed aloud, and aſked, 


if the rolling waves would recall 
my Luzy. — I walked, haſtily, to 
n and 
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and fro, quite abſorbed in theſe 
contemplations for ſome time.—One 
of my ſervants then came running 
towards me, telling me that they had 
taken up a man, who by his cloaths 
appeared to be of ſome faſhion, and 
that they had hopes of recalling him 
to life, 

I ſtarted at this intelligence—my 
fond, fooliſh heart deceived me—from 
the ſimilitude of circumſtances—and 
I forgot that my Luzy had been long 
long dead; that his precious remains 
had been long food for fiſhes, and 
that had his body been diſcovered, 
and taken up, it would have been 
ſo changed as ſcarcely to have been 
known, 
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I then; recollecting my wandering 
thoughts, enquired what ſort of a 
perſon this ſtranger was. —I aſked, 
whom they had been ſo fortunate as 
to ſave. 

The anſwer was, © A young, hand- 
ſome man, and that a pocket-book 
was found in his coat with the name 
of Meilcour in it.” 

I immediately remembered that 
Meilcour was the name which my 
weeping inmate had mentioned. I 
flew to her with the intelligence, 
but my heart ſunk within me, when 


I conſidered that though her Meil- 


cour was thus happily ſnatched from 
deſtruction, my Luzy was loſt for 
ever. 


Think 
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Think me not ungrateful, how- 
ever, to Providence; think me not 
too ſelfiſh, Maria; think not that 
I forgot to rejoice at the unexpected 
preſervation of her lover. — “ Shall 
I be weak enough to feel forrow,” 
ſaid I to myſelf ; * ſhall I dare to 
be offended, becauſe heaven, in its 
mercy, has judged fit to ſpare one 
man, and to deſtroy another ? What 


reaſon had I to expect ſuch a mira- 
cle in my favour? Or, ſuppoſing I 


had, am I to murmur at my diſ- 

appointment ? Can I pretend to 

know what is beſt, or reaſon with 

my Maker, concerning right and 

wrong?“ 

Theſe reflections made me aſhamed 
E 2 of 


76 Tur HERMIT or rh ROCK. 


of myſelf: I hung down my 
head in filent ſubmiſſion to the 
will of the Almighty; I felt my 
heart full of gratitude for his mer- 
ciful interpoſition in favour of the 
unfortunate ſtranger, and hyſteied 
to charge my people not to ſur- 
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priſe her too ſuddenly with this 
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Joy is as fatal, ſometimes, as ſudden 
grief. 


Would to God I were worthy 
of being tried !—Surely, I could die 
with pleaſure for the reſtoration of 


my Luzy,—But I am complaining 
again 
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again—Oh, pardon—and while you 
pardon, pity | 


Your ever afſſectionate, 


however afflicted, 


VICTORIA DE LAUSANNE, 
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LETTER IIII. 


VicToRIiaA DE LAUSANNE, 


MARIA DEK SAVvILLON, 


I CONTINUE to write, my Maria, 

concluding that you wiſh to hear 
more of my fair gueſt. I am al- 
ways pleaſed, while I am coverſing 
with my Savillon; in that light do 
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I conſider the letters which paſs be- 


tween us. 


To proceed then —I haſtened to 
Mademoiſelle de Narbonne; (for that 
is her name, as 1 was informed 
by one who eſcaped the wreck) ſhe 
had been aſleep, for ſome little time 
— ſhe ſtarted, as from a terrifying 
dream ; —at firſt, ſhe appeared all 
confuſed. 


„Where am I?” ſaid the, wildly 
— Where am I, Meilcour? Are 
you near me, my love? I ſeem 
faint.“ She then, on a ſudden, re- 
collecting herſelf, exclaimed—*<* Oh! 
now I know—fatal remembrance” — 


continued ſhe, wringing her hands, 
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&© am on ſhore — and Hou - Oh, 
my God-— thou, — thou art in the 
deep, and loſt for ever!“ 


Upon this, I approached, and 
begging her to be compoled, aſked 
her if ſhe was ſure that he was 
loſt? if ſhe actually faw him ex- 
pire? adding that people in his 
alarming condition had often been 
miraculouſly preſerved, and ſnatched 
from the waves which were ready 


to overwhelm them, and reſtored to 
their afflicted friends. 


Ah!“ replied ſhe—as if a faint 


beam of hope had entered her mind 


—then, ſuddenly correcting herſelf — 
ſhe added No—no—he is dead 
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I aw him die — and in the moſt 
dreadful manner. 

« You might think ſo,” anſwered 
I, © and yet you may have been 
miſtaken. — There is a man who 
pretends to have ſcen him alive.” 

« Oh! where is he? — who is 
he?“ — exclaimed ſhe with great 
eagerneſs —1n an agony of expecta- 
tion yet apparently doubtful of the 
truth of what I had ſaid. — © Is 
it poſſible, my dear madam ? — Let 
me ſee him myſelf - continued ſhe, 
raiſing herſelf up“ Let me fly to 
him—1I can revive him ſooner than 
any one: my Meilcour would hear 
the voice of his Adelaide, though 
deaf to all the world beſide,” 

E 5 It 
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It was with great difficulty that 
1 could keep her from running out 
of the room. — At laſt, however, 1 
prevailed on her to be more calm, 
telling her that I was ſure he would 
come to hey. 

Ay, ſaid ſhe, ** fo he would, 
were he able — I have no doubt c 
that, He would fly through every 
danger to meet me—[I cannot bear 
this ſuſpenſe — tis worſe, far worſe 
than death : let me go—let me go— 
I will believe in the goodneſs of the 
Almighty—I will hope my love is 
alive,” | 

With theſe words, ſpringing from 
me—for I had hold of her hand 
ſhe darted towards the door, to meet 


her 
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ler Meilcour, as ſhe hoped. There 
ſhe was ſtopped by a meſſenger who 
came to tell us, that the perſon 
whom they thought was Mr. Meil- 
cour was the captain of the veſſel, 
and that the body of the former 
could not be found. 


This intelligence was too haſtily 
delivered for the poor Adelaide, — 
She inſtantly dropped, ſenſeleſs, on 
the floor. 


You may imagine, Maria, how 
much I reproached myſelf with 
having aſſiſted in cruelly deceiving 
her. — But I muſt bid you adicu 
for the preſent. Salute for me 

E6 your 
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your revered mother, remember me 
to our beloved Lindor, and believe ; 
me, 


Ever your 


VICTORIA DE LAUSANNE. 


LE T- 


TRE HERMIT or THE ROCK. 


; LETTER LIV. 


VICTORIA De LAus ANNE, 


MARIA DE SAVILLON. 


OU fay that you intereſt your- 
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ſelf greatly in the hiſtory of 
the unfortunate Adelaide, and intreat 
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me to continue it. 


We raiſed Mademoiſelle de Nar- 
x bonne 
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bonne from the floor, but we could 
not for a long time bring her to 
life: and when we ſucceeded, ſhe 
ſeemed to have quite loſt her rea- 
ſon. 

She raved, rent her cloaths, and 
tore her hair, called upon her lover, 
and aſked, why he had left her — 
why he had left her twice — why 
one ſtroke was not ſufficient to kill 
her? —And, indeed, we could hardly 
both of us — ſupport the load of 
affliction with which we were op- 
preſſed. 
As for myſelf, I was utterly in- 

capable of making any attempt to 
afford the poor Adelaide the ſmalleſt 
relief. I thought, too much, how 
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I ſhould have felt, had I been tan- 
talized with the hopes of ſeeing my 
Luzy again; and if thoſe hopes had 
been all blaſted—Oh ! my Savillon, 
what anguiſh is there in that idea! 
I ſympathize fo deeply with my poor 
Adelaide, that I am unable to Fink 
—much leſs to write. 

Ah! Maria! what need I to relate 
the calamities of another, who have, 
in myſelf, ſo many calamities of my 
own ? 

I can only tell you, that it is very 
doubtful whether ſhe ever recovers 
her ſenſes: and that however mine 
may be affected, I muſt always remain 


Your faithful 


VicTokIaA DE LausANNE, . 
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LESS LV 


VicToRIA DE LAusANNE, 
10 


MARIA DE SAVILLON. 


O HI my Maria! my ſorrows are 
to have no end: I ſuffer not 

only for my own misfortunes, but 
for thoſe of other people. — The 
misfortune, of this poor Adelaide, 
indeed, 
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indeed, remind me ſo much of my 
own, that I y5eel more acutely {or 
her, than I ſhould for any woman 
diſtrefſed in any other manner. 

The perſon whom I mentioned in 
my laſt letter but one, was the 
captain of the veſſel which had been 
wrecked.— I found him, on his being 
recovered from the extreme fativue 
he had undergone, an agreeable in- 
telligent man, 

After having thanked me for the 
relief and entertainment he had: 
ceived at the caſtle, he adued, „I 
underſtand, Madam, that Mademoi- 
ſelle de Narbonne was brought to 
this place before my arrival, and I 
doubt not, but ſhe has met with 
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every kind of ailiftance and conſo- 
lation which her ſituation required; 
I am apprehenſive, however, that 
ſhe will never ſurvive her afflic- 
tions. 

„ was conveying this unhappy 
young lady to an uncle of Mon ſicur 
de Meilcour, when the late moſt 
violent ſtorm aroſe, which fo alarmed 
her lover on her account, that he 
talked of nothing but the means of 
preſerving the deareſt part belong- 
ing to him ; his beloved Adelaide. 

„ We could not think of any 
better method than that of laſhing 
her to à piece of the timbers: this 
method he approved of, hoping ſhe 
might float on it to ſhore; this 


motion, 
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motion, however, ſhe very ſtrenu- 
ouſly oppoſed, declaring that nothing 
but death ſhould ſeparate her from 
her Meilcour. 

„He then, in order to prevail 
on her, told her, that if ſhe would 
conſent to what we deſired, her com- 


pliance would not only contribute to 
her own preſervation, but to 515 
alſo, as he ſhould be, in counſe- 
t quence of it, enabled to direct the 
* failing of her little bark while he 


' ſwam by her to ſhore. 
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his propoſal, though there 
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was no great probability of its ſuc- 
ceſs, had the wiſhed-for effect; it 
induced her to try it, and indeed 
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conſented to act agreeably to his de- 
fire, but ſaid ſhe would firſt take 
leave of him, as ſhe really believed 
ſhe ſhould not live through the ſtorm: 
adding, that ſhe did not wiſh to live 
through it, without being aſſured of 
his ſafety; being determined never 
to be left behind alive. 

* In vain did Meilcour urge that 
it was our duty to do every thing 
in our power to preſerve the exiſt- 
ence which was given us as a bleſ- 
ſing, and that no change of fortune 
ſhould ever make us throw it care- 
leſsly away. 

All this time he aſſiſted in faſ- 
tening her to the raft, though the 
ſea ran ſo high that it was with 
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the greateſt d:\fculty we could, any 


of us, compaſs our deſigns, and 


her fears for her lover, which pro- 


duced the moſt pathetic lamentations, 
retarded us conſiderably in the ex- 


ecution of them, 


« At laſt, however, we finithed 
our operations; we laſhed her to the 
ratt. — Juſt as we were going to 
launch her on the tumultuous waves, 
and when Meilcour was preparing 
to follow her, and to endeavour to 
ſwim to ſhore, the caught faſt hold 
of him, and conjured him, by the 
love which he had always profeſſed 
for her, never to abandon her — 


never to die without plunging Her 


along 
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along with him into the bottomlet: 
deep. 

«© Let us go together, —exclaimed 
ſhe—(in heart- piercing accents) let 
us go together — no matter where 
we go—lf we cannot live united, 
let us die ſo — I am not afraid to 
die with you, Meilcour—I ſhould be 
grieved to leave you—yet if we muſt 
part —if we muſt — Oh! gracious 
heaven! let me be ſingled out by 
death let me not have the miſery 
of ſurviving all that I hold moſt 
dear in this world! 

He ſtrove to encourage Her; 
he ſtrove to ſupport Himſelf by her 
ſide, and they had ſome reaſon to 


hope that they might, both of them, 
reach 
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reach the point they had, moſt anx- 
ouſly, in view: but their hopes 
were olaſted. 

« At the very moment Meilcour 
was within a few rotes of the thore, 
a rg wave rolled over him, and 
utic:iy deprived him of the power 
of ſtruggling with his fate: it de- 
prived um of his breath —and he 
was doonied to die. 

We ſaw the danger he was in, 
but we could not get near enough 
to him to be of the laſt ſervice.— 
Adelaide al ſo faw the danger to which 
her lover was ex poſed; we heard 
a loud icream, and imagined it was 
her leſt, for we heard u more. 

„We ſtill, however, perceived her, 
for 
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for ſome time, floating on the waves, 
which over- powered us all, and pre- 
vented us, indeed, from being able 
to give each other any aſſiſtance.— 
Yet, luckily, as | happened to be a 
better ſwimmer than Meilcour, I at 
laſt gained the land, but I was fo 
ſpent that I wonder how I could 
have ſupported myſelf ſo long. 

«© Meilcour gave me his pocket- 
book before he threw himſelf into 
the ſea, which I preſerved in my 
jacket, as I could ſwim very well 
in my cloaths, and I beg you will 
give it to Mademolſelle de Narbonne, 


accepting, yourſelf, my repeated ac- 


knowledgments for the care which 


your people have taken of me.“ 


Here 
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Here the captain finiſhed his narra- 
tive, which affected me exceeding- 
ly, as it brought to my mind the 
death of my dear Luzy, who pe- 
riſhed juſt in the ſame manner as 
did the unfortunate Meilcour, — Oh! 
my Maria! Oh! that I had died at the 
ſame moment !—Yet, pray forgive me 
-I am ſenſible of my irrational and 
immoral behaviour—But who would 
wiſh to ſurvive ſuch a lover as Luzy 
was to 


Your 


VICTORIA DE LAUSANNE, 


Vor. III. F LE T- 
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— is gone — my dear Maria: 
the poor ſuffering Adelaide is 
no more — She could not ſurvive the 
ſhock ſhe had ſuſtained by the loſs 
of her Meilcour.-Oh ! how could 
J ſurvive the loſs of my Luzy ?— 
And yet I am alive; I live, and am 
in tolerable health, after an event 
which, as you might have imagined, 
would have, inevitably, deſtroyed Þ* « 

me. 
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me,—But I ſhall never recover my 
ſpirits :—I ſhall never be releaſed 
from the melancholy with which I 
am heavily — heavily oppreſſed : — 
that, however, is no object of my 
attention: 'tis no matter how I 
am, 'tis no matter what I feel, 
ſince Luzy is gone. But to purſue 
my narrative. 

When I returned to the wretched 
Adelaide, after the converſation with 
the captain, mentioned in my laſt 
letter, I found her juſt recovered 
from a ſwoon ; juſt brought to her- 
ſelf by the ſtrength of the cordials 
which had been adminiſtered to het ; 
—but as ſoon as ſhe opened her 
eyes, ſhe cloſed them again, de- 


Fa claring 
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claring, ſhe would not live; and 


aſked thoſe who were buſy about 
her, why they had reſtored her to 


life? As the preſervation of her ex- 
iſtence was only the continuance of 
her miſery. 
In vain did they urge the crime 
cf ſuicide, which was actually com- 
mitted, they ſaid, by all perſons 
who perſiſted in not taking care of 
the life which their Maker had 
beſtowed on them as a bleſſing.— 
« I do acknowledge, replied ſhe, 
* that while Meilcour was mine, 
life was indeed, a bleſſing, moſt in- 
valuable — and though I fincerely 
wiſh, though I fervently pray to 
di?” added the, with a ſigh, from 
the 
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the bottom of her heart“ I am 
too ſenſible of the daring crime of 
ſelf- deſtruction to be guilty of it 
deſignedly: but God, who is all- 
merciful, in the midſt of his wrath, 
and who does not require more from 
his weak creatures than they are 
able to perform God, will, I truſt, 
in pity to the ſufferings I have en- 
dured, haſten to releaſe me. I am 
going, I hope—and believe—to join 
my Meilcour.“ — 
Here ſhe made a long pauſe 
Then, putting her cold, feeble, 
dying hand in mine, ſhe added 
% Farewel, my dear madam :—may 
you be amply rewarded for all the 
kindneſs which you have ſhewn to 
1 by 
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a pcor, diſtreſſed, unfortunate wo- 
man. — May you — Oh ! may you 
never feel what be has ſuffered!” 

She then laid her face, compoſed- 
ly, on her pillow—uttered not ano» 
ther ſyllable — and even departed 
without a groan. 

Oh! that my laſt ſigh may be 
like hers /—=Why—why have I not 
followed my Luzy? I ſhould then 
be at peace, like the poor Adelaide, 


whoſe laſt ſentiments cannot, ſurely, 


be deemed blameable. 

She wiſhed not to live; but at 
the fame time, ſhe was not afraid 
to die: life had no charms for her, 
when ſhe was robbed of the part- 
ner of her heart, robbed of the man 

whom 
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whom ſhe loved at once from duty 
and inclination:;—Yet you ſee ſhe 
took no ſteps to put a period to 
her exiſtence. — She ſuffered with 
patience, and ſhe was—happily, I 
may add — reflecting on her moſt 
painful fituation—releaſed. 

I looked at her, juſt now, laid 
out upon her bed: looked at her 
with a kind of melancholy fatisfac- 
tion, which I am not able to de- 
ſcribe. —I correted myſelf, however, 
with this queſtion.—“ Is ſhe not 
at peace? 

Oh ! my Maria! would to heaven 
I could ſay that my ſorrows were at 
an end! But this unhappy event 
revives them.—Yet I will be re- 


F 4 ſigned 


104, Tat HERMIT or ThE ROCK. 


fgned—I will not murmur—levere 
as my lot is, I will not complain— 
I will ſubmit.—Is not ſubmiſſion, 
is not reſignation right, my Savil- 
lon? And am I rot ill 
Your own ? 
VicTokia De LAUus ANNA. 
Remember me in the kindeſt man- 
rer to your mother, and our good 
Lindor; they will, I am fore, ſym- 
pathize with yov, on my account: they 
have hearts which can fee] for my (ut - 
ferings, and, in conſequence of what 
they feel, will, no Coubt, join their 
wiſhes to yours for the removal ct 
them. — But cf that I deſpair.— Such 
felicity is too much for me to expect 
— Felicity | — I have long bade adieu 
to that, - LET- 
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EET FER: LV. 
Maria DE SAvILLON, 
T 0 


VicToRIa DE LAUSANNE. 
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OW much have I felt for you, 
my dear Victoria! how exceed= 
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ingly do I pity you! Surely, nothing 
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could have been more unlucky than 
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the wreck you have ſo pathetically 
deſcribed. juſt at a time when you 
muſt have been deeply affected by 

„„ wy 
Yet ſtill, if you give yourſelf 
leave to reflect a little, my Vic- 
#8 toria, 
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toria, you will certainly allow that 
you cannot be ſo miſerable now, as 
you were while you lived with a 
man whom you had ſo much reaſon 
to diſlike from his unkind treat- 
ment; and though you may lament 
the loſs of the amiable Luzy, can 
you derive no conſolation from your 
being at liberty to lament his loſs ? 
From your being your own miſ- 
treſs? From your having it in your 
power to ſay and do what you pleaſe, 
without having an ill-natured, ty- 
rannical huſband to contradict and 
controul you? Nor to reproach you 
for the ſighs you vent, for the tears 
you ſhed, mourning for the fate of 
him who was the man of your 
choice? During 
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During the life of the Marquis, 
you could not without a degree of 
criminality ſpeak to—or think of— 
your Luzy : though it were almoſt 
impoſſible for you to forbear think- 
ing of him, and ſpeaking to him. 

What a relief, therefore, to your 
over-charged heart was the death of 
this huſband, forced upon you by 
the deſpotiſm of a father, who eſti- 
mated all men by the riches which 
they poſſeſſed, and who paid no re- 
gard—flinty-hearted himlelf—to the 
finer feelings of the ſoul. 

Conſider, alſo, my Victoria, that 
unjuſt and unkind as this father 
was, you obeyed him, and gave up 
love fur duty: you have, conſe» 

n= queatly, 
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quently, no reaſon to upbraid your- 
ſelf with regard to your conduct to 
Luzy, whoſe loſs you juſtly lament ; 
but you ought not to luppoſe Yours 
Jelf the cauſe of his being dead. 
By having acted the part of a du- 
tiful child, you will be greatly com- 
mended by thouſands for your pru- 
dential behaviour, 

You had not the moſt diſtant idea 
of injuring Luzy by your obedience 
to your parents: you only gave him 
a more exalted proof of your me- 
rit: for, admitting that you had 
been obſtinate, and refuſed Lauſanne, 
you never could have married Luzy, 
but in a clandeſtine manner; and 
would you have deſerved his love by 
ſo undutiful a proceeding ? 

What 
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What opinion, muſt a man, do 
you imagine, have of the woman, 
who on 5% account, diſobeys her 
parents, and flies from her family 
with im? Can ſuch a woman be 
rationally expected to be faithful ? 
Will a bad daughter ever make a 
good ⁊viſe? Can a man depend upon 
her who has diſcovered that ſhe is 
capable of deceit ? 


Believe me, my dear Marchioneſs, 


you would never have been happy 
with Luzy without the conſent of 
the Duke of Clarence, and as that 
conſent could not be obtained, you 
ſhould be ſatisfied with having ob- 
liged your father, though againſt | 
your own inclination, On that ac- 

count, 
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count, the ſacrifice which you made, 
did you the greater honour. 

We are told, my dear Victoria, 
that there is no merit in the per- 
formance of what really gives us 
pleaſure: and we are alſo told that 
virtue ariſes from ſelf-denial. 

Theſe dottrines have, I allow, a 
ſevere appearance, and you will, pro- 
bably, tell me, in return, that | 
ſhould not have found obedience ſo 
very eaſy, if my choice had been 
like yours, oppoſed: and that, as 
my excellent mother was as fond of 
Lindor, as I was myſelf, every thing 
went on ſmoothly. 

Drawing this concluſion from theſe 
premiſes, that I cannot form any 

judgment 
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judgment of the afflictions which you 
have endured, and which you /{:// 
endure. 

All this, I grant 1s true, in ſome 
degree; and yet J have felt, and 
4% feel for you, my deareſt friend: 
and it is my feeling fo acutely for 
your diſtreſs which makes me avail 
myſelf of every argument in my 
power, to render you more ſatisfied 
with your own ſituation, even with 
the loſs of Luzy; though we have 
not indeed received any certain in- 
 telligence of his being dead, I am 
| afraid to flatter either my/e/f, or you, 
| with his being alive. 

However, were I ſure that he 
do longer exiſted, I cannot think 


that 
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that you were the cauſe of his death: 
if he was really loſt at ſca, it was an 
accident; it might have happened to 
him had you never married the 
Marquis: and ſuppoſing that in con- 
ſequence of that marriage, he had 
either deſtroyed himſelf, or thrown 
himſelf purpoſely in the way of 
danger, what a want of fortitude muſt 
he have diſcovered ! 

How unworthy of being the huſ- 
band of my Victoria, muſt that man 
appear, who cannot ſupport a diſ- 
appointment without flying in the 
face of his Creator! Surely, my ami- 
able friend, herſelf, muſt deſpiſe ſuch 
a character: no longer, then, give 

way to- an unavalling ſorrow, but 
5 . rather 
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rather be thankful, if heaven de- 
creed Luzy's life ſhould not be pre- 
ſerved, that you were not united 
to him. —Your ſeparation, in that 
caſe, would have been infinitely more 
painful. . 

Reflect on what I have written, 
but do not reflect on it in the melan- 
choly retirement you are: come away 
directly to your Maria, and in her 
boſom bury all your griefs. My mo- 
ther - my Lindor both intreat you 

| to liſten to my perſuaſions; they 
both inſiſt upon your compliance. 

While you were with me, you was 
leſs afflicted you may remember 


as I did not ſuffer you to indulge your- 
lelf with ſolitude. 


Return, 
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Return, therefore, to your friends 
my Victoria, to thoſe friends who 
wiſh moſt earneſtly to drive away all 
ſorrow, all ſadneſs from your mind, 
and to make you as chearful, as hap- 
py as themſelves: but if you cannot 
bring yourſelf to make ſuch an addi- 
tion to our felicity, be perſuaded, at 
leaſt, to go to Paris, to go any where, 
rather than ſtay in a place which fo 
continually forces you to recollect 
your loſs. 

At Paris, you may amuſe yourſelf 
with your Julia, and her difficulties, 
as they are not of ſufficient magnitude 
to be lamented, may employ your 
thoughts, and not oaly ſteel you from 


your attention to your own troubles, 
but 
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1 but put you in a way to aſſiſt her in 
$ the removal of thoſe with which ſhe 
is oppreſſed: you may alſo, at the 
ſame time, ſerve our common friend 
; | Solignac, who may be, perhaps, 
| without our friendly interpoſition, 
not a little injured by her caprici- 
ouſneſs. 
| Julia loves him, I believe, yet I 
believe too that ſhe will put his pati- 
| ence to a ſevere trial.,—Our Sanſcerre 
is certainly amiable, but is ſhe not 
determined to make uſe of the power 
' ſhe has, evidently, over this poor 
man, in too deſpotic a ſtyle? Solig- 
nac, undoubtedly, loves her too much 
| for his own repole, 


I do not approve of trifling with a 
lover 
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lover in this manner: a man whom 


we have encouraged. To let you 
ſee that ſuch a mode of behaviour 
may be attended with diſagrecable 
conſequnces, I will tell you a little 
incident which happened near us a 
few days ago. 

The Baron de Chamois had, after a 
tedious courtſhip, gained the promiſe 
of the Counteſs de Vignolles, a young 
widow, who was highly deſerving 
of his admiration, but had been leſt 
by the Count in very indifferent cir- 
cumſtances, occaſioned by his extra- 
vagance: yet neither the ardent paſ- 


ſion of Chamois, nor his conſiderable 


fortune, could prevent her endea— 


vouring to exert all the power which, 


ſhe 
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ſhe believed, ſhe had over him, nor 
hinder her from making him feel her 
Caprice. 

She even took a pleaſure in ſeeing 


bim miſerable on her account, and 


in laughing at his complaints, 


For a while, he bore this treat- 


ment with uncommon patience; his 


patience, however, was at length 


quite exhauited, —Meeting with Ma- 


demoiſelle de Murci, while they were 


together, at a rural ball, he took 


it into his head to try if he could, 
by making the young widow jea- 
Jous of Angelica, haſten her to re- 
ward his love. But his experiment 
had an effect juſt oppoſite to that 
which he intended. A 


Madame de Vignolles, inſtead of 


Cil- 
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endeavouring to recall him by a con. 


deſcending carriage, played the in. 


different ſo much, and was ſo in— 
diſcreet, that Monſieur de Baron 
imagined that ſhe never could haye 
felt the ſlighteſt eſteem for him; 
nay, that ſhe had, indeed, a parti- 
cular averſion to him, 
Mademoiſelle de Murci, finding 
it both her intereſt and inclination 
to be kind to her new admirer, 
took him at his word. In ſhort, 
they were married in a hurry, and 
our widow is ſo much chagrined by 


her folly, and diſcompoſed at her 


having loſt fo deſirable an eſtabliſh- 
ment, that ſhe is fallen fick, in con- 
ſequence of her lover's deſertion: and 
ſhe may, perhaps, pay dear for her 

diſ- 


j 
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diſappointment, by its proving inju- 


rious to her health. 

Communicate this little anecdote 
to our Julia, my dear Victoria, by 
way of caution; it may do her good, 


and give a new turn to your ideas; 


you muſt not dwell any longer upon 


© what cannot be remedied by all the 
linking in the world. 


Liſten to me, my Lauſanne; let the 


efforts I have made with my pen to 
| amuſe you prove efficacious, and pro- 
E duce the deſired change in your mind. 


With the beſt wiſhes of my mother, 


end my Lindor, 


I am, be aſſured, 
Pour own 
MARIA DE SAVILLON, 


LE Ts» 
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LETTER LI. 


VICTORIA DE LAUSANNE, 
10 


MARIA DE SAVILLON. 


OU are very kind, my conſi- 
derate Maria, to endeavour to 
ſoothe the ſorrows of a heart which 
is for ever robbed of its peace. 1 
am very willing to allow that what 
you ſay is juſt and proper; but ! 


am afraid I am tco wayward to de- 


your perſuaſions. ; 


ma 
rive benefit from your arguments o Wor, 
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I had, I muſt confeſs, ſet my heart 
perhaps, too fondly, upon Luzy; 
and can you blame me for my par- 
1 tiality in his favour? You, who are 
1 no ſtranger to his perſonal charms? — 
vet all lovely as he was in his per- 
3 ſon, that alone would not have ſo 


firmly attached me to him. 

His mind, Maria—I need not tell 
b you that his mind was no leſs lovely 
| than his outward form: and then the 
© delicacy of his manners, Maria, were 
to the laſt degree worthy of admi- 
© ration. 

3 Yet you would have me think no 
more of this attractive, this amiable 
„man! You would have me entirely 
) forget bim, —and—if I will not re- 
Vor. III. G turn 


? 
ba 
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turn to you, would have me reſide 
at Paris; that place of noiſe, tumult, 
and impertinence, where I have al. 
ready endured ſo much unhappineſs. 
No: it muſt not be-! cannot 
think of making myſelf ſtill more 
unhappy, by a public exhibition of 
my ſorrow; it is fevere enough, 1 
want no addition to its poignancy. 
No—l1 cannot bear the thoughts 
of ſuch a proceeding—I will live and 
die in ſolitude. As I cannot recall 
my Luzy, let me, at leaſt, feel the 
ſatisfaction of lamenting his loſs, which 


cannot do in a crowd. 
With regard to our Sanſcerre, I am 
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ſorry if the indulges her capricious 
temper at the expence of Solignac“ 


a Peace ; 
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peace; but I can by no means think 


of going to Ber in hopes of reclaim- 


ing her, or of returning to you: my 
whole ſoul 1s, at preſent, too full of 
the idea of my Luzy, to permit me 
to quit a retreat where I am at li- 
berty to nouriſh thoſe ſentiments 
which, however abſurd they may 
ſeem to thoſe who are happily not 
in my ſituation, are the only conſo- 
KF {ations which I am capable of re- 
ceiving; and ſo much relief do they 
give to my diſturbed mind, that I 
am not ſure whether they will not 
contribute to the preſervation of my 
life; a life which, I could not, on 
any other terms, make an object of 
my attention, 
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However, by remaining here [ can 
give the rein to a thouſand wild, 
romantic fancies, which, though they 
may appear ridiculous to others, af- 
ford eaſe to my over-whelmed heart, 
and render my painful fituation leſs 
inſupportable; imagining, that in this 
part of the deep, my treaſure — my 
richeſt treaſure was ſunk, I can ſup- 
pole that I behold the very ſpot 
which received my departed friend : 
my piercing eyes reach him in his 
watery grave, I call aloud on him, 
as if I believed that he heard me. 

You think now, my Maria, that 
I give an extravagant indulgence to 


my melancholy: you imagine, no 
doubt, that I injure my conſtitution 


by 
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by it—but I am of a different opi- 
nion: it ſooths, it ſoftens my mind; 
it gives me the only pleaſure I am 
capable of receiving. 

You ſay that I have done my duty: 
I agree with you—but if my adhe- 
rence to that duty—however jaſtifi- 
able—has deſtroyed the moſt amiable 
of his ſex, ſhould I not be unworthy 
of the love which he felt—generouſly 
felt for me, if I did not lament him 
to my lateſt breath ? | 

Oh! Maria — Maria! — Thank 
heaven ! you never felt what J feel— 
—may you ever be preſerved from 
ſuch a trial! You cannot fecl what 
I have endured: you met with no 
impediments to your happy union 
with the man you loved. 
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Your exemplary mother had the 
higheſt eſteem for him ; you was, con- 
fequently, bleſt beyond expreſſion, in 
having her free approbation to ſanctiſy 
the choice of your heart. It is im- 
poſh ble, therefore, for you to form 
an adequate idea of my ſufferings. 

Let me, then, my dear Savillon, 
let me ſeek, unmoleſted, the only 
comfort I am able to receive, that is, 
the retreat from a world which can- 
not afford me the leaſt pleaſure; 
which, in reality, only gives me 
pain By appearing in that world 
in a diſagreeable light, I ſhall cer- 
tainly diſguſt thoſe with whom I 
' aſſociate; on the other hand, while 


am in this peaceful retirement, I 
am interrupted, only, by my own 
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ſorrows, which were, indeed, greatly 
increaſed by the late melancholy 
wreck, And though the dangers 
and diſtreſſes of that unhappy cou- 
ple brought the loſs of my ever-to-be 
remembered Luzy more keenly to my 
mind; I will be more rational, more 
reſigned. 

I bend, moſt humbly, to the will 
of the Moſt High ; I ſubmit with- 


out murmuri,g, without repining to 
ae 


his all-wiſe e Yer. I fee, I 
feel, I confeſs my failings, I muſt 
ſtill lament my loſs. 

The pity that involuntarily flows 
from me when I remember the fate 
of Luzy, is ſurely a virtuous ſen- 
ſation. In hopes, therefore, that 
G 4 my 
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my Maria will no longer with to re- 
move me—at. leaſt, not at preſent— 
from a place which yields me the only 


conſolation I can taſte, I bid her adieu, 


adding my belt reſpects to your re- 
vered mother and our Lindor, and in- 
treat her not to be offended at the oppo- 
ſition made to her moſt friendly advice 
By her very unfortunate 
VICTORIA DE LAausANNE. 

A few days beſote the intended jour- 
ney of the Marchioneſs to Belvoir Caſ- 
tle, on a viſit to her friends Maria, Ma- 
dame de Villeneauf, and Lindor, the 
Hiſtory of the unfortunate Meilcour 
and Adelaide took place; that being 
ended, the Story of the Marchioneſs. 
is reſumed, and carried on without ſar- 


ther interruption. LET- 
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LET-1-EK - Li. 


VICTORIA DE LAUSANNE, 
10 


Julia DE SANSCERRE.. 


AM arrived at the Caſtle Au Bois, 
my dear Julia de Sanſcerre, after a 
long ſtay of five months with our ad- 
mirable friends at Belvoir.— My ex- 
cellent Maria accompanied me hither 
laſt week, but as her mother's ill health 
will not permit her making me happy / 
by a long viſit, ſhe will be obliged to - 
leave me, in a fortnight: at fartheſt, 
Lindor, who was our guide, pretends 
to view this charming place as a horrid 
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ſecluſion from the world - but I, who 
think differently from him, in reſpect 
to that world he boaſts of, may alſo be 
ſuppoſed to differ with him, as to the 
ſituation of this ſilent retreat. 

He and Maria have made a viſit tc 
Nannette's mother, and the Comte 
has taken ſuch a fancy to her bro- 
ther, from the good character he bears, 
that he has inſiſted upon his going to 
France with him, where he will ſet- 
tle him in a comfortable farm, and 
give him enough to begin the world 
with handſomely. 

If his mother and ſiſter chooſe to 
go to him after he is fixed in his new 
babitation, Lindor will ſend for them, 
and defray their expences thither.— 

Nan- 
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— Nannette, however, begs leave to 
remain with me, unleſs her mother 
ſhould require her ſervices, Excel- 
lent Nannette—never can I forget thy 
tenderneſs and fidelity! 

We have walked on the ſea coaſt— 
we have liſtened to the dreadful waves, 
that laſh the founding ſhore—we have 
beheld that terrible ocean, which ſwal- 
lowed up the treaſure of my fond heart. 

Lindor was affected — Maria ſtole 
her handkerchief to her eyes—I was 
the only one that remained unmoved. 
I curbed my fighs—I with-held thoſe 
burſts of grief, which would have eſ- 
caped me had I been alone.— I pre- 
tended to have my thoughts at Paris — 
I talked of it—I ſpoke of the lively 
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pleaſure that attended you my Julia— 
I cheated their penetration—for had 
they ſeen me weep—they would have 


endeavoured to perſuade me to leave 


g 8 "3" "WM ere. Ar. "ME « 
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this ſolitade—and alas ſuch ſcenes as 
theſe are all that can give me comfort 
now |! 

When Maria is at adiſtance, I will 
not ſcruple to tell her my thoughts 28 
they atiſe— then when I reaſon, ſhe 
will not ſuffer a ſelfiſh with for my 
preſence to urge a motive. for my 
quitting a place that yields me delight. ; c 
She will permit what I write to fink 
deep into her heart—and ſhe will, in 

idea, judge what he ſhould do in ſuch 
a ſituation, 


Here it is far different the folem- 
nity 
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nity of the ſcene, together with my 


tears and ſighs, would baniſh every 


thought of conſolation being. ſound 
alone and without liſtening to my 
arguments, ſhe would give me a thou- 
ſand reaſons, why I ſhould rejoin her 
in the world. — Ah, I can never think: 
of doing ſo without horror! 

Maria came into the room as J ended 
the above ſentence. —She is miſerable 
about leaving me in this dreary place, 
as Lindor will have it called, —I have 
endeavoured to convince her, that it 
is better for my own peace, that I 
ſhould remain here—and I have given 
her a ſincere promiſe of leaving. Sar- 
dinia, ſhould I ever be able. to think 
of ſociety with leſs reluctance. 
This 
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This aſſurance has, in ſome meaſure, 
ſatisfied her and indeed it could coſt 
me very little to give it, fince I am 
perſuaded, that nothing which now 
exiſts has charms ſufficient to allure 
me from retirement. 

Adieu my dear Sanſcerre—remember 
me to Solignac, whole patience, good 
temper, and politeneſs, I admire— 
whoſe conſtancy you cruelly ſport 
with. Believe me to be always 


Your 8, 


VIcToRIA DE LAUSANNE. 
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LETTER 1 


VICTORIA DE LAUSANNE, 


10 


MARIA DE SAVILLON. 


AM rejoiced to hear of your fafe 
arrival at Belvoir Caſtle, my dear 


Maria, and though our parting coſt 
us both ſome pangs—yet the neceſſity 


of our doing ſo, muſt enable us to 


ſupport ſuch a ſeparation.— Vou are 


not convinced you ſay, that ſuch a 


ſeparation is neceffary.—Yes, yes, my 


kind friend—one moment's reffectiol. 


will ſoon make it very evident that it 
is ſo. When 
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When I aſſure you, that this oli. 
tude has in its melancholy a thou. 
ſand charms that render it dear to 
me—will you not allow, that [ 
ſhould be wrong to exchange it for 
a world, in which I have ever been 
unhappy ? — Society cannot be pro- 
cured, without bringing back to my 
mind a ſet of friends, whom it will 
be. my fate to deplore. for ever—and 
without which no company but yours 
can give me pleaſure. 

Within myſelf I converſe with thoſe 
dear de parted - fit and meditate upon 
what. they were—and anticipate the 
joy of meeting them in a. happier 
country. The view of that ocean 
which inſpired you with horror, fills 

my 
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my ſoul with the ſofteſt ſenſations of 
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grief, I reproach it, indeed, with 
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having borne from me the object of my 
love but the tears that this ſubject 
calls forth from my ſad eyes, difburden 
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my heart of an infinite oppreſſion. 

Do not, my Maria—do not ſeek to 
croſs this purpoſe of my ſoul. —If I 
un happier here than in a crowd—the 
end is attained—no matter how! I will 
begin a longer letter in a day or two 
© —at preſent, I have neither ſpirits or 
| ſubject for one. 

Adieu, my Savillon! Salute for me 
my revered friend your mother Hand 
5 embrace in my name our beloved Lin- 


dor. 
VICTORIA DE LAUSANNE. 


LET. 
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LETTER LXI. 


VicToRia DE LAUSANNE, 
T 0 
MARIA DE SAVILLON. 


N my ſolitary walks, I have found 
out a delightful retreat upon the 
ſea ſhore, There is a vaſt rock, at 
the foot of which I fit—whilſt its 
top which juts over conſiderably— 


forms a canopy for my head. 
Here I contemplate that cruel ocean 


which robbed me of what I held moſt 
dear, and liſten to the murmuring 


of the waves which roll beneath my 


feet. It 
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| It is about a little mile from the 
; caſtle, and at the back of this rock 
r thick wood adds a gloom to the 
| natural awfulneſs of its ſituation. I 
| ſtrolled there laſt night, and ſeated 
myſelf at the bottom of the rock, as 
| uſual, with my face towards the ſea. 

The moon ſhone uncommonly bright, 


the calm and unruffled waves. I was 
E inſpired with a melancholy which at 
once took poſſeſſion of my boſom, 

Ah l“ cried I audibly, © Ah! in- 
human element !—perfidious—danger- 
ous ocean !—how many bitter moments 
haſt thou coſt me!—how many bitter 
tears have I ſhed by thy cruelty !— 
Perhaps this wave that dares to in- 
: trude 


N and reflected a thouſand beauties on 
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trude ſo near me was the very one, 


that bore Luzy from my light forever! 


* Oh my God—-my God!” and [ 


claſped my hands in anguiſh, „hold 
my re chedneſs — behold my agony! 
—ſhall I never again fee him ?--ſhall 
I never more look or. that beloved ob- 
ject? — Ah, ncver, never--it is im- 
poſſible . 

Here I 1 d for a ſ moments, 
—] cricd--1 iobbec —{ bathed my 
boſom with my tears. Ah,” added 
I, he is dead !—Luzy, Luzy, it wa 
1 that killed thee—it was by my inf 
delity you were loſt!“ 

The weakneſs of my ſpirits, my 
dear Maria, conjured a phantom to 
my raiſed imagination. I thought | 
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| beheld him covered with wounds — 


g and flitting on the boſom of the deep. 
Again I faw him ſtruggling with 
| the waves, and endeavouring to gain 


the ſhore—then, as over- powered, he 


E funk beneath them—and was ſwal- 
Flowed in the tremendous gulph. 


My miſery now cannot be deſcribed 
I fell upen my knees called him 
by the moſt tender epithets the name 
Bof Luz / was echoed by the rocks—the 
woods the lonely beach—all ſeemed 
to feel my ſorrows—and to invoke the 
| lifeleſs author of them to return. 

As I till kneeled, abſorbed in ex- 
pectation of ſeeing him again—I was 
ſuddenly brought to iny ſenſes, by 
perceiving myſelf raiſed from my 
knees 
eld 
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knees —and by hearing a voice in the 


gentleſt accents entreating me to he 
compoſed. —I turned about to behol( 
the perſon who accoſted me, and (ay 
a venerable old man, whoſe beard wa 
white as ſnow, endeavouring to ſup. 
port me. | 

« Ah,” exclaimed I, Who ur 
you? What do you do here ?—he. 
gone—and leave me to my wretched 
neſs.” 

«« Madam,” anſwered the bene. 
lent ſtranger—and his voice faultere!, 
4 [ beſeech thee, for the love of Go, 
to call patience to thy aid—and not u 
abandon thyſelf thus to deſpair !” 

His manner, and the tone in whici 
he ſpoke, intereſted me, and in fon ; 

met 
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meaſure reſtored me to reaſon. —I apo- 
logized for my rudeneſs—and added, 
that the grief in which I was im- 
merſed, was of ſo poignant and ex- 
traordinary a nature, that it was im- 
poſſible for any thing in this life to 
afford me conſolation. 

I thanked him for the trouble he 
had given himſelf—and was about to 
take my leave when he prevented me 
with this reply. 

«© If it, be not too preſumptuous, 
Madam, may I entreat you to un- 
ravel to me the cauſe of ſo fixed a 
ſorrow ? This is the fourth time 
about this hour I have heard your 
accents of woe—and have been, until 
to night, cautious of breaking in upon 


your retirement. « To 
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“ To night, however, your de- 
ſpair appeared more violent than ever, 
and I could no longer command my- 
ſelf from offering you my counſel 
and aſſiſtance they are both, thou 
daughter of affliction, devoted to you. 

If it can be in my power to 
relieve the leaſt of thoſe pangs which 
I have ſeen you endure—1 ſhall praiſe 
that Being who endues me with the 
means—and be but too happy, coft 
me what it may, in the accompliſh- 
ment of it.” | 

The earneſt manner of the Her- 
mit (for ſuch he appeared to be) the 
ſincerity which ſeemed to hang on 
all he uttered—together with the re- 
verence of his form, induced me to 
grant his requeſt, I 


. 4 | K 
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J replied, that if the ſtory of a 
miſerable orphan could in any mea- 
ſure intereſt him, I would come the 
next evening and relate it, 

* Orphan!” repeated he—and he 
turned aſide to conceal his tears. 

I thanked him for the part he 
ſeemed to take in- my misfortunes, 
and aſſured him, I would not fail to 
be at the rock the next night at the 
lame hour. —I then bade him adieu, 
and returned to the caſtle. 

It is now almoſt time for me to 


ſet off in order to be true to my ap- 


pointment — I ſhall take Nannette 

with me- though the appearance of 

the man forbids me to fear a deceit. 
You will, no doubt, blame me for 


Vor. III. H this 
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this incautious behaviour—you may 
call it madneſs—or folly.—Alas, my 
dear friend, I have nothing to ſay in 
juſtification of it Vet the figure— 
the voice the tears of this good man, 
ſeem to encourage me to unboſom my- 
ſelf to him not that my doing ſo can 
avail, or reſtore to me my peace. 
There is, however, a degree of 
comfort in complaining to a pitying 
ear to a ſympathizing heart.— If you 
do not know this—you have never 
felt an extremity of grief. 
f. ̃ ͤ , Se. ˙— OD 
AH, my dear friend! I can hardly 
hold the pen to tell thee—I will lay 
it down until I can give the particulars 
—my ſoul is in a tumult my ſenſes 
are hardly ſettled. ] 


{ol 


{c 


Tus HERMIT or Tas ROCK. 147 


7... T9. TOR. 2. a 


I WENT laſt night with Nannette 
to the rock—we waited ſome moments 
before we heard or ſaw any mortal 
at length we perceived the Hermit 
deſcend from a cavity in the rock 
which time had worn. 

We aroſe to receive him—he ap- 
proached — bowed — and taking my 
hand, he aſked if I would honour his 
humble habitation with my preſence ? 
l conſented—but could not help ob- 
ſerving that the Hermit's hand trem- 
bled as he led me. 

We climbed up by eaſy ſteps, which 
nature's chiſel had worked into the 
rock from which we had ſeen him de- 
ſcend and entered into an apartment 
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which I never could have formed an 
idea of, unleſs I had beheld it. —The 
roof is arched and high — and the 
fretted work with which it is covered, 
appears at once to ſtrengthen and a- 
dorn it. 

On the ground, were a few planks 
laid rudely down—and in one part of 
the room, a ſmall table was ſet, with 
two lights on it, and ſome refreſh- 
ments—ſuch as cakes, fruit, lemo- 
nade, &c. 


Every thing looked neat in ſpite of 


the ſingularity of the manſion ; and 
after we were ſeated, the Hermit with 


ſimplicity (and at the fame time af 
grace he could not diveſt himſelf of) 


did the honours of his table. 


© 2 2_-co 


TAE HERMIT or TH ROCR. 149 


Ihen entered upon my melancholy 
relation, and told it moſt faithfully in- 
decd every pang I had ſuffered ſeemed 
to recur with added poignancy to my 
remembrance, and in painting what I 
had endared, I affected the Hermit 
beyond mcaſure—he hghed—he wept 
-u even lobbed aloud. 

When { came to the concluſion, I 
clatped wy hands with fervor, and 
turning to the Hermit, I exclaimed, 
* Ab, father! Have not my forrows 
been bitter ones ? 


Have not my youthful days been 


days of woe ?—Oh, my Luzy !—God 
knows my heart—how I have loved 
thee—how my whole ſoul has dwelt 
upon thee, even when my hand was 
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rudely torn from thine I It was by 
my infidelity he died: — He became a 
victim to thoſe vows which in the aw 
ful face of Heaven I made and broke!” 

Here T wrung my hands in the a- 
gony of affliction, and called wildly 
on the name of Luzy.—Gueſs my 
aſtoniſhment, my dear Maria, when! 
beheld the Hermit catch me in his 
arms, and felt him preſs me with the 
livelieſt tranſport to his boſom. 

I ſhricked, and fo did Nannette.— 
He freed me from his embrace and 
before I could open my lips to upbraid 
him—he had thrown off his Hermit's 
dreſs—and appeared—Luzy himſelf 
— He fell at my feet. 

« Now, my Victoria,” cried he, 

4% will 
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te will you throw me off?” And 
claſped me as he kneeled. 

As ſoon as I perceived it was really 
him, I ſunk into his arms—we wept 
over each other's boſom—he kiſſed 
off the tears that fell in large drops 
down my cheeks—he held me with 
rapture to his heart—he called on 
God to witneſs the accompliſhment 
of his felicity. 

I heard no more the too rapid 
and too exquiſite emotions which by 
turns poſſeſſed me, were too much 
for a frame ſo weak as mine to ſup- 
port] fainted - when I recovered, 
my amazement encreaſed till farther, 
by the appearance of the Marquis de 
Palmene, who was chaffing my tem- 


H 4 ples 


. r EIA? +> -- 2. 
8 


N 


- SE net eB 
2 1 = - z . — 
| S DE 2 I 


> 
a — E wm 
rg at, =25 


— — 
8 — 
8 N . 


- 
a — 
— 
72 


2 eel a 

— of & wv 
* wt 
% - 


— 
A 
_ 


— — 


6 
2 rr 
3 <5 


152 Tre HERMIT or TRE ROCK; 


ples with lavender, and whoſe tears 
flowed upon my hands which Luzy 
held locked in his. 

F can deſcribe no. farther, —Suffice 
it to ſay, that the object whom I loved 
next my God—whom my duty had in- 
duced metoreſign-- whom fate I thought 
had torn from my longing eyes forever, 
is at laſt reſtored—and all my paſt mii- 
fortunes are forgotten. 

„* «„ % „ „ % * * #® 

NOW, my Maria, participate in 
my felicity.— Eneloſed, I fend you 
an account of what has befallen my 
Luzy ſince we laſt met at Julia de 
Sanſcerre's Chateau, and written by 
himſelf. | 

He would not talk cn the ſubject 
the 
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the night of his diſcovery—but pro= 
miſed to write the whole ſtory the next 
day—he did ſo—-I received it early in 
the morning—and you will have it juſt 
as he wrote it—you mult recollect the 
hand—ſhew it to the Comteſſe de Vil- 
lineauf—to our Lindor—you will kits. 
the charming manuſcript—you will 
weep over it — then judge of my 
emotions—my raptures—my too ex- 
quiſite happinels ! 

Adieu, my Maria— diſpatch to Ju- 
lia de Sanſcerre an account of theſe. 
joyful tidings, and encloſe her Luzy's 
packet when you have peruſed it. —L 
would write to her myſelf—but I am 
now as unfit for a correſpondent, 


through excels of happineſs, as I 
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once was from a contrary cauſe. Ir, 
all fituations be aſſured, I hold thee 
dearer to my heart, than the pen of 
mortal can deſcribe. 


VicToRIA DER LAUSANNE. 


L-ET-I ER HEI. 


The CourE DE Luz y, 


17 0 


VICTOBIA DE LAUSANNE. 


\ V HEN I quitted your preſenee, 


charming Victoria, at Julia 
de Sanſcerre's, inſtead of embarking 
for Martinico, as I told you, I ac- 


companied, 
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companied, in diſguiſe, my friend De 
Palmene to Italy. 


I reſolved to leave the world, as 


every thing in it had now given me diſ- 
guſt but one fair object whom I conſi- 


dered as loſt to me for ever. 


Palmene could not perſuade me from 


the reſolution I had taken. — He de- 


termined to accompany me to what- 


ever retreat my fancy led me to make 
choice of—and we ſoon after embarked 


for Sardinia, . firſt giving out, that I 


was on board a ſhip then under weigh 


for Martinico from the port of Bour- 
deaux. 
When we arrived in this iſland, 


Palmene brought me to a ſolitary part 


of it, where he had an antiquated 
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eaſtle, inhabited only by an old at- ; 
tendant. 
Here I refided ſome months. —At | 


length I diſcovered that rock, where 
J was ſo blefſed as to behold you. I Ss | 
viſited it often, thinking it a place bet c 
calculated to indulge and cheriſh me- ] 
lancholy. I ſoon. after took up my 
* habitation.in it, and at the ſame time F 
aſſumed the dreſs of an anchorite, b 
Palmene often went privately to 
Paris in order to bring me an accourt 1 |} 
of you. He there heard that the v 
Marquis, your huſband,. treated you t 
cruelly—and complained to many of 
your behaviour and hatred towards v 
him, aſſigning that as a principal cauſe 1 » 


for bis abſenting himſelf from you, b 


and 
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and his attachment to other women. 
Unhappy at theſe conſtant reports, 
agreed to accompany my friend in 
diſguiſe the next time he went to 
France; and learning that you were 
gone to ſpend ſome weeks at Trois 
Riviere, we determined to follow you 
thither, and conceal. ourſelves in the 
neighbourhood. of that enchanting 
place. 
There I had an opportunity of be- 
holding you often when you wandered 


with your friend Julia de Sanſcerre in 


the park and woods unattended. 

One night I had very nearly diſco- 
vered myſelf to you as I was endea- 
vouring to make my eſcape without 
being obſeryved—the noiſe, however, 
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which I made in attempting it, ſo a- 
larmed you both, as to occaſion your 
quitting the wood immediately. 

I want words to deſcribe to you the 
emotion which took poſſeſſion of my 
boſom on ſeeing your approach, and in 
being ſo frequently near you — my 
heart was ever ready to betray me on 
ſuch occaſions, and it was with diffi- 
culty I could prevent myſelf from 
falling at your feet. 

Another night I followed you, ac- 
companied by Palmene, to Julia de 
Sanſcerre's; and during the courle of 
the evening, as we were near the 
caſtle, we heard that you had quitted 
it to return to Trois Riviere. 


We directly mounted our horſes, 


and 
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and taking our two faithful domeſtics. 
with us, purſued your carriage with 
as much ſwiftneſs as poſſible. We 
found you in a ſituation that indeed. 


required our attention. A man had 


forced you into his chaiſe—your ſhrieks 


and cries which we heard at a dittance, 
gave additional ſpecd to our courſers. 


We were happy enough to reſcue. 
you from the barbarous violence of the 
Duke de Maurice; and whilſt we were 
engaged in recalling you to life, he 
made his eſcape in the confuſion. 

Ah, my God! what were my agi- 
tations when I held you in my arms, 
breathleſs, and to all appearance.on the 
very verge of the grave I wept over 


your almoſt lifeleſs form I Jared to 
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imprint a thouſand kiſſes on your lips 
—T implored. you in the agony of my 
ſoul to revive—and I Whiſpered in 
your ear that it was Luzy who called 
you to life. 

I ſhould certainly have made mylſclf 
known, but that I feared the malice 
of your enemies would have proclaim- 
ed that meeting an intentional one on 
your part —and I would rather have 
died, than have ſuffered your ſpotleſs 
fame to have been ſo cruelly ſlandered: 
therefore, when I beheld the ſurgeon 
approach, I muffled myſelf up, and 
after he had given you all the afſiſtanc? 
in his power, I attended you with Pal- 
mene to Trois Riviere, 

Nannette was ſo engroſſed by her 


grief 
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grief that ſhe ſcarcely looked at us.— 
We were in a great meaſure rejoiced 
at that circumſtance, and took a haſty 
leave, aſſuring her, at the ſame time, 
we would call again to know how you 
did. We again concealed ourfelves in 
the neighbourhood, and we ſoon after 
learned that you were perfectly reco- 
vered. 

One day I beheld you weeping in a 
lonely grove, where with many tears 
and fighs you called upon my name, 
Julia de Sanſcerre, in a ſhort time, 
joined you and chid you for encou- 
raging your ideas to dwell upon a man 
whom it was your duty to think no 
more of. 


Never ſhall I forget the filent woe 
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with which you liſtened to her lec. 
Lou wrung your lovely hands 
on claſped them with a wildneſs 
of ſorrow which pierced my ſoul— 
you afterwards embraced her, and en- 
treated her not to deſpiſe you. 

As for my part, I could hardly re- 
frain from ſhewing myſelf, and catch- 
ing you in my arms,—Palmene, how- 
ever, withheld my tranſports—and kept 
me within the bounds of moderation. 

We ſhortly after quitted France, 
and returned to Sardinia—I, with un- 

feigned grief, perceived that your faith- 
ful boſom nouriſhed my idea—and I 
ſuppoſed that that circumſtance pre- 
vented your behaving towards the 
Marquis with that degree of affection, 
which 
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which would perhaps have converted 
him to virtue and to you. 

I therefore gave out, through the 
means of Palmene's faithful attendant, 
that I had been loſt in that very ſhip 
which had failed for Martinico about 
the time that I ſaw you at Juliade 
| Sanſcerre's—and he contrived to relate 
the ſtory to Comte Solignac himſelf, 
who had never ſeen him in the Mar- 
quis de Palmene's ſervice, and who 
did not know him any further than as 
a coffee-houſe frequenter, where he 
had induſtriouſly ſpread this report 
about a quarter of an hour before he 
ſaw Comte de Solignac enter the 
hotel, 

The veſſel I have already mentioned 


had. 
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had actually foundered at ſea, and as 
my friend the Comte de Solignac knew 
it was in that ſhip which I intende 


to embark, he gave me up as loſt fo: 
ever. © 


I imagined this news would at firſt 
cauſe you ſome pangs, but that when 
they ſubſided, you would place your 
affections on a worthier object, and 
make your huſband happy. 

In the mean while I abandoned my- 
ſelf to grief and defpair—no remon- 
ſtrances could induce me to re-viſit 
any place again where I might chance 
to behold you, The torments I ſuf- 
fered in ſeeing you at Trois Riviere, 
without ever daring to make you ſen- 
ble of my afflictions, coſt me ſo dear- 


ly, 
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ly, that I could not form a wiſh to re- 


peat them —and unleſs I could look 


on you as mine, I deſired never to be- 
hold you more. 

The reflection of your being in the 
poſſeſſion of a happier man, was ſuf- 
ficiently cruel in itſelf, and I needed 
not the farther miſery of becoming a 
ſpectator of his felicity - of frequently 
ſeeing the ineſtimable prize he gained, 
when I loſt my Victoria - the com- 
pariſon between us was not to be 
borne ! 

I ſpent my time from that period in 
the rock—my ſood was the ſimpleſt 
in the world - my uſual dreſs was juſt 
what you there beheld me in and my 


bed was many nights the bare earth. 
My 


* 
os N ;, * 8 — H . "4 = TS * ** > 
; | r — . *+ 
—  _ 


n 


r = —_ 


5 x 


$2 3.77 


— by 


—— — 4 SS 


* Wt . . . 
* 2 2 - 2 . 
2 > Rog . * 


12 «-£ 


1 


* 2 
. . « 


> 
Fu « 

— * 

ns > Y - 


_ —— — —— 


166 Tur HERMIT or Taz ROCK. 


My friend the Marquis de Palmenc 
participated in all my afflictions—in 
all my auſterities—and we lived like 
men diſguſted with the world, and 
willing to hide themſelves from the re- 
treat of mortals. 

The caſtle: au Bois we knew was 
not many miles from our retreat — 
but no one inhabited it, excepting a 
poor family, whom in our journey 
hither we were ſo happy as to have it 
in our power to relieve—and who 
could never have known us again, had 


they chanced to ſce us in our new me- 


tamorphoſis. 
When I firſt heard your voice, 


lamenting my untimely fate — I was 


buried in meditation within my cell,— 
I 
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I ftarted. —Palmene, who was with 
me, was as much amazed as myſelf. 
—We drew near the cavity in the 
rock, and liſtened to your heart- 
rending accents. 

We were undetermined whether 
to appear or not—but my emotions 
were ſo violent at that time — my 
ecſtaſies ſo great, that I ſhould in- 
evitably have diſcovered myſelf im- 
mediately. — You, however, ſtayed 
only a ſhort while—and we followed 
you, unperceived, left any accident 
might have befallen you on the way. 

The ſecond time I almoſt reſolved 
to ſpeak to you—but my doubts of 
your huſband's death deterred me from 
it—and I was determined, were he 


living, not to make myſelf known, 
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hoping that time would wear off the 
keen edge of your affliction, and in- 
ſpire you with an affection for Lau- 
ſanne. 

The third viſit you paid the rock, 
produced no other conſequences than 
the two preceding ones had done 
but the fourth time I could not com- 
mand myſelf - your ſorrows ſeemed to 
encreaſe the poignancy of them was 
exquiſite I adopted the only method 
I could think of, to learn your preſent 
ſituation, in beginning to hear your 
ſtory and no words—no pen can do 
zuſtice to the felicity of my ſoul, when 
I learned that the bar was removed 
which alone obſtructed the completion 
of our happineſs. 

THUS, 
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THUS, my deareſt Victoria, have 
[ briefly ran over the events you de- 
lired to be informed of—I have nei- 
ther expatiated upon my paſt ſorrows 
—or on my preſent bliſs—they are 
much beyond the power of language to 
expreſs - they exceeded the moſt poig- 
nant diſtreſs—they exceed the moſt ex- 
quiſite pleaſures. 

Oh, my Victoria! — Life of my 
foul !—-what happy proſpects are now 
before us! - What hours of bliſs await 
our fidelity I—Do not delay its re- 
ward. — Suffer your Luzy to call you 


3 his—he has lon 2 been the moſt ardent 


of lovers—allow him to become the 
moſt tender of huſbands. 
inn 1 Palmene 


B I as os va 
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Palmene and I mean to preſent our- 
| ſelves at your feet in a few hours; we 
will beg leave to invite ourſelves to 
dine with you. —I have ſat up all 
night—extremity of joy is an enemy 
to ſleep I will throw myſelf on my 
bed, though well convinced that the 
delightful ſenſations I experience muſt 
prevent the cloſure of theſe eyes which 
uſed to paſs moſt hours in weeping. 
Permit me, thou beſt beloved ef 


mortals, to ſubſcribe myſelf thy 


Moſt faithful, 


Thy happy 


LUZY. 
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LETTER IXIII. 
JoLA DE SANCERRE, 
T 0 


VICTORIA DE LAUSANNE, 


JAM coming, my Victoria, to be a 
witneſs of thy felicity.— I ſhall be 
at the Caſtle au Bois ina few days,— 
I ſhould have been there long before, 
but that your prohibition to the con- 
trary was ſo determined—was ſo ſe- 
verely pronounced, —You, who would 
not ſuffer me to be a partaker of your 
ſadneſs, will not, I find, deny me a 
ſhare of your happineſs, | 
I 2 Generous 
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Generous Marchioneſs ! —I could 
almoſt quarrel with you for being ſu. 
perior to moſt of your ſex. 

Solignac's emotions are not to be 
defined—his joy exceeded all bounds, 
when he was informed that Luzy till 
lived. — But, alas! how ſenfible did 
he feel the want of confidence in him 
that Luzy teſtified, by not unboſoming 
his intentions to a man who was his 
friend from his infancy.!— They were 
brought up together—they ſeemed to 
have but one ſoul. —He is chagrined— 

he is penſive—he mutters.to himſelf. 

« Ah!” cried he, the other morn- 
ing, forgetting I was preſent, ** it 

was not friendly, it was not 
kind! — what grief did he oc- 
caſion 
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caſion me!—how could I have me- 
rited this from him?“ 

Solignac, however, intends to ac- 
company me to Sardinia.— We ſhall 
ſet out in a day or two. 

I write from Belvoir Caſtle.— Maria 
de Savillon preſented her huſband with 
a lovely boy the night before laſt—ſhe 
wrote to you juſt before her illneſs“. 
She there tells you that ſhe 1s well, 
and embraces you cordially. 

The Counteſs de Villeneauf her mo- 
ther, and the amiable Lindor, falute 
you with the livelieſt affection. Be- 
lieve me to be ever yours, 


JULIA DE SANCERRE. 


* This letter does not appear. 
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LETTER LXIV. 


The ComTE De SOLIGNAC;, 


TO THE 


CoMTE Dz Lvuzy. 


ERE I to appear before you,; 

my lord=-I am hurt at the 

idea of doing ſo . You have thought 
me for ſome time unworthy of your 
ſriendſhip that circumſtance renders, 
me odious in my own eſtimation. — 
Yet, let me do juſtice to my ſenti- 
ments: ſhould I offer you my hand 
— you may venture to take it — it 
belongs 
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belongs to a man of honour, — Never 
have I ſtrayed from the principles of 
virtue which firſt united our ſouls — 
never have I, even in thought, betrayed 
your confidence, or acted unworthily 
of the Comte De Luzy's friend. 

Vou beſt know the motive which in- 
duced you to withdraw from me your 
regard — you, who I never imagined 
poſſeſſed the leaſt t incture of caprice, 
have, I make no doubt, good reaſons 
for what you have done, 

It is that notion which diſturbs 
me—which renders me very unwilling 
to behold you. — Yet be aſſured, if I 
ever have offended againſt our friend- 
ſhip, it was done involuntarily, and 
without the conſent of Solignac. 

I 4 I attend 
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I attend Julia De Sanſcerre in her 
excurſion to Sardinia — I ſhall at ſome 
diſtance from the Caſtle au Bois await 
your reply, — The Courier whom I 
diſpatch with this is faithful — and 
will not diſcover the ſpot where J 
ſhall reſide, until I judge whether it 
is proper for me to ſec you or not. 

I will own that it depends on the 
reaſons you give me, for having fo 
cruelly abuſed my g ffection. If they 
are ſatisſactory, I ſhall proceed with 
impatience to embrace you if not— 
I ſhall return to France, and ſhun 
every place where Luzy can have an 
opportunity of meeting the 

Injured, 
SOLIGNAC, 
LET- 


. 
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Err L. 


The CourE DE Luz v, 


TO TH E 


CoMrE DE SOLIGNAC, 


1 my dear Solignac, never 


could I bear the ſtings of my 

own heart—the bitterneſs of your re- 

proaches, had I injured you as you 
ſuſpect. 

My friendſhip for you is unimpaic- 

ed — and the ſtrongeſt proof I could 


have given of it, was that which has 


drawn on me your diſpleaſure. 


You. may remember that on quit- 
1 5 ting 
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ting Clarence, after I had received my 


father's ſummons to attend him in 
Italy, I ſwore that if any thing ſhould 


happen to interrupt my umon with the 
miſtreſs of my fond ſoul, I would 
bury myſelf in ſome obſcure retreat, 
and hide me forever from the world. 
At firſt you laughed at my roman- 
tic reſolution — but finding me fixed 
in it — you, in as folemn a manner, 
ſwore to be the companion of my con- 
finement:— nay, you even vowed that 
though you ſhould have enliſted un- 
der the banners of Cupid, you would 
jeave the object of your love, and dedi- 
cate your future hours to friendſhip 
only. 
As we travelled in Italy, we beheld 
the 
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the charming Julia de Sanſcerre; who 
had, at the tender age of eighteen, bu- 
ried a cruel huſband, after having ex- 
perienced the moſt barbarous treat- 
ment from him. 

She was in her weeds—and appeared 
exquiſitely beautiful. — You admired 
her extremely — and ſhortly @waed 
that you loved her paſſionately.—Y our 
friendſhip, however, ſtill conquered 
your wiſh of attaching yourſelf to this 
amiable woman, and in ſpite of all I 
could urge to the contrary, you ac- 
companied me to Italy. 


I will paſs over my misfortunes 


after that period, and haſten to my re- 
turn to France after the Marchionels 


de Lauſanne's marriage, 
I' 6 I met 
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I met you at our friend Palmene's y 
l told you that I was determined to n 
be abſent ſome time from Italy — and c 
had alſo reſolved never again to ſet my | 
foot in France. You inſtantly re- v 
minded me of your promiſe to go with ; a 


me to whatever deſart ſpot my fancy 


poit ted out — and inſiſted upon per- 2 
forming it. 0 

In arder to prevent ſo generous an t 
intention, which would have been fa- N ˖ 
tal to your own felicity, and that of | \ 
the lovely Julia De Sanſcerre, I aſſur- 1 
ed you I had altered my ſcheme—and | f 


declared I ſhould accept of an invita- : 
tion given me by the Marquis De L 
Louvoi, then general of Martinico, to 
go over to him, and ſpend ſome little 

while 
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while in a part of the world which 


many think worth ſeeing, until time 
could have meliorated, in ſome mea- 
ſure, the keenneſs of that affliction 
which was, at this period, fo poignant 
and diſtreſsful to me. 

Palmene, who had forſworn, from 
a former diſappointment, the tendereſt 
of unions with any of the ſex, deſired, 
through a frolick, as he termed it, 
before you, to accompany me to the 
Weſt Indies. — I agreed to his going 
with me to Bourdeaux—but not a ſtep 
further. 


He appeared to acquieſce in this 


determination, but proteſted he would 


live in Italy ever after, unleſs I con- 
quered my diſguſt to France, and con- 


ſented 
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ſented to return to it, in which caſe he 
would ſee it again with pleaſure. 
You. tried to perſuade me to ſuffer 
you to become my companion in my 
voyage to Martinico but I diſſuaded 
you from that propoſal, as I plainly 
foreſaw it would have been death to 
your repoſe as a lover, as alſo to that 
of Julia De Sanſcerre, who indeed, at 
that time imagined ſhe ſaw you only 
as an amiable and accom pliſhed friend, 
I, however, knew better her ſenti— 
ments of you—for from the firſt mo- 
ment of your meeting, I perceived that 
Cupid had not done his work by 
halves, 
I objected to your going with me 
to Bourdeaux, under a pretence of its 
only 
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only tending to protract the diſtreſs of 
parting — but, in reality, leſt you 


ſhould find out that my intention was 


not to go at all. 

Palmene, who had nothing to en- 
gage him in the world, and who lov- 
ed me well enough to leave it with me 


(particularly as I choſe Italy for my 


place of reſidence) obtained my con- 
{ent to bear a part of my ſufferings. 

As to the uncafineſs the report of 
ny death could have given you did 
not hope that you would have regret- 
ted it— but as you knew what it was 
to love with ardour, you muſt have 
thought death deſirable after ſuch a 
diſappointment as mine, 

Theſe are the only reaſons I have to 
alledge in my defence, — If I have 
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acted wrong, impute it to an error in 
judgment, but domy friendſhip juſtice, 

I conjure you, my dear Solignac, to 
let me ſee you immediately. — If you 
ſtill regard me, I claim this requeſt as 
a token of it — If you do not — you 
will gladly lay hold of any excule to 
deprive me of one of the greateſt plea- 
ſures of my life. 

Adieu. — I will no longer detain 
your courier, and be convinced that if 
he is ſuperior to betraying his lord — 
your friend is far above an idea of tam- 
pering with his fidelity. Suffer me to 
embrace you ſoon, my dear Solignac, 
and think me always 

You faithful 
De Luz. 


LET - 
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ESTES en 


Julia DE SANSCERRE, 
TO 


MARIA DE SAVILLON. 


N 9THING can equal our happi- 

neſs at the Caſtle au Bois, my 

dear Maria—all our paſt misfortunes 
are buried in oblivion, 

Luzy—the enchanting Luzy ismore 

charming than ever! — The lively — 
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inſenſible Palmene more agreeable if 
poſſible — and our Victoria's beauty 
receives additional luſtre from the 
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extatic pleaſures which have at length 
crowned her duty and fidelity. 

Solignac received a letter of expla- 
nation from his friend the Comte de 
Luzy, which reſtored to him his 
peace, and they met like long ſepa- 
rated friends, whom time and abſence 
had rather endeared than, alineated 
from each other. 

They have made an exchange of two 
noble ſeats in their poſſeſſion, — Luzy 
reſigns one of his in Italy, which 3 W 1 
called after Petrarch's famed Vau- 
gleuſe, for Clarence, which Solignac 
purchaſed from the Marquis De Lau- j 
fanne with an intent of ſecuring it for | 
the Marchioneſs in caſe of her huſband's I b 
death, and which he inſiſted upon 1 , 

doing 
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doing very ſtrenuouſly by putting her 


at preſent in poſſeſſion of it — but nei- 


ther ſhe or Luzy would hear of it, un- 
ſeſs he would accept of an adequate 
return. 

Victoria's eyes thank her adoring 
Luzy for this proof of tenderneſs — he 


would eſteem himſelf far over- paid for 


à much greater exertion of his power 
to oblige her, by only one of thoſe 
ſmiles with which ſhe favours him.— 


He ſeems to live but in the hope of 


mak ing her happy. 
The moſt trivial inſtances he conſi- 


ders as matters of conſequence, de- 
lights in gratifying her in all his little 
preferences — in all her half- formed 
wiſhes, 
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Oh, ſuch a man, my dear Maria, 
does not often appear! And ſurely 
heaven has formed for him the only 
woman in the world, who could 
flatter herſelf with poſſeſſing, unri- 
valled, ſuch a heart. 

Poor Solignac! I think the air of 
Sardinia does not agree with him 
—he is not ſo handſome—nor ſo 
graceful as he was in Paris, —He 
is too lively at times—at others too 
dull ! 

He met me in the wood yeſterday 
walking with Luzy, — He exclaimed 
againſt a converſation ſo private, and 
{wore the Comte was become a down- 
right monopolizer, — The charming 
creature laughed at his fears of him, 

and 
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and appeared to rally — He however, 
without ſeeming to intend it, ſoon 
flipped away, and left Solignac to en- 
tertain me alone. 

When he was gone, Solignac kiſſed 
my hand, and ſaid ſome gallant thing 
or other about my looks. 

% Pha!” cried I, rather peeviſhly 
—and turned aſide. 

« What is the matter, my amiable 
Julia? returned he, Are you not 
well? — Or have I been ſo unfortu- 
nate as to offend ?'' 

I anſwered not—He proceeded, 

Tell me, my beloved miſtreſs — 
ſuffer me to penetrate into thoſe ideas 
which ſeem ſo greatly diſturbed — no 
common circumſtance could have 


thus ruffled your tranquility.” 
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Stupid!“ replied I. 

« Ha!” exclaimed he. — © I be. 
ſeech your pardon, madam. — When 
you are at leiſure to hear me with pa- 
tience - when you are diſpoſed to away 
with my ſtupidity — for the ſake, at 
leaſt, of the ardour with which I con- 
template your ſuperiority — you will 
find me ready to obey — and happy to 
attend your ſummons” 

He made me a pretty, half ſtately 
graceful bow—and walked off without 
being recalled. 

«© Now, Sanſcerre,” cried I to my- 
ſelf, when Solignac was out of fight, 
* thou art, indeed, a ſtrange, incon- 
ſiſtent, ridiculous mortal! Here is a 


man — very god fort of a man — 
whom 
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whom you loved the other day to a 
degree of enthuſiaſm—whom you have 
promiſed to marry—and whoſe fide- 
lity you have made a cruel trial of, — 
Here now, I ſay, becauſe he is not 
quite fo handſome as Luzy — becauſe 
he does not command ſo much ready 
wit—nor ſo elegant a flow of language 
—Nnor offer a noſegay with ſo much 
grace—nor preſs a lady's fingers with 
ſo gentle, nor ſo tender an air—and 
ſo becauſe he is not ſo very perfect — 
you treat him ill—you view him with 
diſdain - you oblige him to quit your 

preſence.” | 
I pauſed—-T believed I bluſhed—in 
truth I was aſhamed of my behaviour, 
and was determined to advance to- 
wards 
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PP. 


wards the Caſtle in order to make 
peace with my forlorn {wain.—But 
will you believe that I found the 
gentſeman in the dumps, after mak- 
ing a long complaint of me to Vic- 
toria, who aſſumed upon my ap- 
proach all the grave airs of a ma- 
tron. 

When I entered the ſaloon, where 
they were ſitting in judgment on 
me, I was received by Solignac with 
all the diſtant reſpect due to an en- 
tire ſtranger and by the Marchio- 
neſs— as a giddy indiſcreet creature, 
who was about to trifle away her 
happineſs. 

An air of pity and reſentment, 
were by turns put on as I drew 

near 


te 
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near her — ſhe, however, uttered not "if 
. 
a ſyllable - and I affecting not to ob- U 


ſerve the change which was viſible 
in both, drew a chair near Victoria, 


and I fat myſelf down. 
« A charming morning,” cried TI, Hl 
% for walking!—I have been ramb- A 


ling about the woods theſe two 


hours,” 1 
Not a word from either. ay j 
«© Have you amuſed yourſelf in the 5 | 
fame way, my dear?” ſaid I to my | ” þ 
pretty, prudent friend. 4 I 


„% No, madam.” 

“Why then, it is a thouſand pi- 
ties !—Purling ſtreams—ſhady groves 
—and ſuch a lover as Luzy—are cer- 
tainly irreſiſtible objects and ſhould 

Vor. III. * be 


194 Taz HERMIT or TE ROCK. 


be conſtant accompanyments to each 
other.” 

J am ever happy,” replied ſhe, 

* to ſee Luzy, whether it be within 
or without the caſtle, —I confeſs I 
am not romantic enough to enjoy his 
converſation only when the ſcene is 
rural—nor coquet ſufficient to treat 
him with diſdain at any time, or 
in any place.” 
Vou are a good girl,” anſwered 
I, “and I am happy that you have 
profited of the many leſſons I have 
given you on that ſubject.” 

She endeavoured to reſtrain a laugh 
—the Comte dared to ſmile contemp- 
tuouſly. 

« But,” cried I, * I declare I am 


a 
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a thoughtleſs being—you and your 
friend ſeem to have had a ſerious 
tfte-a-tete., —Perhaps I diſturbed you! 
— Nothing could be further from my 
intention.” 

Jaroſe - Victoria held my hand. 

« I believe, Julia, you are a little 
jealous of my engtoſſing Solignac's 
converſation.“ 

I burſt into an affected laugh of 
triumph. 

% Who, I jealous ?—Oh, heaven! 
—and of the Comte too !—Indeed, 
Victoria, my dear, you are extremely 
pleaſant this morning l- But ] proteſt 
to you I am as much compoſed as 
if I had met you flirting with my 
brother, — Adieu, — Pardon me — 

K 2 but 
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but I cannot help ſmiling at the 
conceit.“ 

Victoria would not let me leave them 
— ſhe told me, that I had been the ſub- 
ject of their converſation, and ſhe was 
concerned to hear that I had unkindly 
driven her friend from my preſence. 

To cut the ſtory ſhort—I will tell 
you that Solignac apologized for 
daring to reſent a little harmleſs 
coquetry of mine—and I was brought 
to acknowledge myſelf wrong in hav- 
ing exerciſed it. 

In fine, Luzy ſoon after appeared 
—and partly by perſuaſion, and partly 
by grave lectures, they made me pro- 
miſe, .that on the day which gives 
Victoria the title of Luzy, I am to aſ- 
ſume that of Solignac. The 
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The creature has been arrogant 
upon it, I aſſure you, ever fince— 
and it is with difficulty that I keep 
him in any tolerable degree of order— 
I endeavoured, indeed, to humble him 
ſome times by a ſly ſort of flirtation 
with the elegant Palmene—but the 
man 1s inſenſible to ſuch treatment— 
and ſeems to ſet it at defiance, 

do not know but he has hit upon 
the only method of curing me of ſuch 
folly. 

Palmene, who applied to the Marquis 
De Lauſanne in behalf of the good old 
people who reſided in this Caſtle, and 
who are now, by our Victoria's boun- 
ty, very comfortably ſettled in a habi- 
tation of their own, has made a match 

K 3 be- 
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between their youngeſt daughter and 
a ſervant of his, one of the moſt 
worthy fellows in the univerſe.— 
The young folks like each other— 
and their wedding has been ſolemnized 
with the greateſt feſtivity. 

They are to be fixed on one of the 
Mar quis's eſtates, which is at no great 
diſtance from the old couple's dwelling. 

We are ſoon to be in Paris - we 
ſhall firſt, however, pay our reſpects 
at Belvoir Caſtle.— Adieu, my dear 
Savillon, 


Yours moſt truly, 


Julia DE SANSCERRE. 


LE T- 
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ETF UA. 


MARIA DE SAviILLON, 
T O 


VIcTORIA DE LAUSANNE. 


LARS up the pen to upbraid 

you, my Victoria, with ſtaying ſo 
long in Sardinia, when your friends 
in France are dying with impatience 
for your return, 

I have a little ſtranger to preſent 
to you on your arrival at Belvoir; 
who, though he has not yet acquired 
all the gallantry of his father, will 


not, I am ſure, be inſenſible to your 
careſſes. K 4 The 


_ — — 
e 
— = — = 


— 
= = 
2 
- l 
© 
* 
- 
a - 


—— 


—— 
— — 
— — — - -- — 9 — = — — — — ＋ 
=D CI) £GSSERAC,S.MESGAEmz3I2NSS FCS - — 
——— —— — 
— D " = 
= 
—— 


1 


= 


Pe — og "I" - 
2 4 I _ — * 
_ 2 


— IE 
> Mn 
— 


— — — _—_— 
— 4— _ - 
> — 


TC ̃᷑ꝓ¶ ·2— —— 
8 1 * 
. $7 - . 
- - — 
- . _ 
- - 
Ig A — - 
— — 


* It . 2 
- < Let __ — — 


222 
— 2 


—— — e̊f 


<a 
U — 


—_— - — — — yy a ” up — —m—__— — 
3 "ra: 2 
* 3 — r 4 £ * 5 

” 
- —— — — — — 


200 THE HERMIT or THE ROCK. 


The Dake De Maurice is married : 
—A young and artleſs country girl 
enſlaved him; and as ſhe happened 
to prove virtuous—he conſented to 
vive her the honours attending on 
Madame La Ducheſſe.— He has re- 
formed the moſt vicious of lives.— 
Ile is very ſeldom in Paris - and gives 
up even the pleaſures of ambition to 
facrifice to domeſtic felicity. 

Madame La Bert's fate it is faid 
ſhocked him—the poor creature died 
of a putrid fever, in the delirium of 
which the Duke ſaw her. She was 
a ſtriking picture of vice breathing 
its laſt in deſpair. 

She often called upon the name 


of Lauſanne—ſometimes in execration 


of 
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of it—at others in imploring pardon. 
— she died more ſenſible of the hor- 
rors of eternity, than of thoſe offences 
which occaſioned that horror. 

She often ſtarted, and aſked the 
perſons around her, whether they be- 
lieved there was a God indeed? At 
other times ſhe exclaimed, © My life 
—ah, how ſhort doth it appear !—And 
yet, alas! I could not, during theſe 


few years,. make one preparation for 
the life that muſt laſt for-ever !” 
She expired in agonies—which the 
agitations of her mind contributed 
to render inſupportable.. 

A pious prieſt, who was called in, 
frequently endeavoured to make her as 
ſenſible of the mercies of the God 
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whom ſhe feared, as of his juſtice 
— but ſhe would never liſten to his 
ſoothing converſation. She told him, 
Not all his rhetoric could perſuade 
fer that any mercy for her could 
be found in a b reaſt that was pu- 
rity itſelf. 

When ſhe was almoſt dying, he 
bade her call upon God. 

« Ah,” cried ſhe, © I am reduced 
to hope that there is no God at all!” 

Thus it is, my dear Victoria, with 


all libertines.—They laugh at religion, 


which would put a reſtraint upon 1i- 
centiouſneſs — but when that awful 
moment comes, which 1s to convey 
them they kgow not whither — ah, 
what doubts — what pangs — what 
horrors! Though 


True HERMIT or THE ROCK. 


19 


Though it ſhould be granted that 
religion is a phantom, would it not 
be ſafer to be guided by it ?—lt is at 
leaſt a harmleſs one, and will lead us 
to no ill.— On the contrary—it will 
ſave us from committing actions 
which, in reaſonable moments, we 
would bluſh at having performed 
not becauſe they infringe on virtue— 
for virtue can only be firm where 
religion lives, but from a certain fear 
of the world which is natural to 
thoſe who live in it. | 

Ah, what conſolation on a dying 
bed to ſay, I have hopes—I have 


been promiſed falvation—l have en- 


deavoured to obtain it !—If there is 


a God (which it is my intereſt to 
K 6 believe) 
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believe) I am ſecure of happineſs— 
if not, there is comfort in an unpol- 
luted, conſcience, which was my 
heaven on earth,” 

Poor La Bert !—we will draw the 
curtain over her frailties—and only 
remember what they were, that. we 
may endeavour to avoid them. 

Tell Julia that I am glad ſhe has 
been at length convinced of her miſ- 
conduct in converting ſuch a man as 
Solignac into a mere dangler,—I re. 
Joice that a time. is appointed far 
making him bleſſed.— My mother 
inſiſts that the celebration of theſe 
two happy nuptials ſhould be per- 
formed at Belvoir Caſtle. Ah, my 
dear Victoria, is it poſſible that our 

Luzy 
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Luzy is again reſtored—and that we 
have ſmiling proſpects once more in 
view | 

Haſten to us, my beloved friends, 
and delay not to eater into a ſtate, 
which I experience to be of all others 


the happieſt. Every thing here is 


ready to receive you—every- one will 
look forward to your arrival with an 


impatience which cannot be deſcribed. 


My Victoria cannot refuſe this earn- 


elt entreaty to 


Her, 


MARIA DE SAVILLON. 
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LE'TT ER LAVHL. 


VICTORIA DE LAUSANNE, 


T O 


MARIA DE SAvILLON. 


O, my dear Maria, I cannot re- 

fuſe you—I will no longer plead 

the mourning of a widow — I have 

hitherto done my duty, and will now 

prepare to perform it once more in 
the character of a wife. 

We ſhall be at Belvoir Caſtle ſoon 
after the receipt of this. —We antici- 
pate the happineſs that awaits vus—we 
with 
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with for nothing more. I embrace 
you, and my dear, Lindor, with ten- 
derneſs, not forgetting your revered 
mother the Comteſs de Villineauf; 
and is ſhe not mine alſo! for thou art 


the ſiſter of my heart, 


Believe me, 


Always yours, 


VICTORIA DE LAUSANNR. 


LE T- 
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LETTER LXIX. 


CoMTE DE Luz xv. 


TO THE 


Marquis DE PALMENE. 


W E lament your abſence, my 


dear Palmene.—We curſe the 
"unlucky accidents that detain you in 
Paris. — You, however, inſiſt upon 
our not waiting your return to Belvoir 
before we ſolemnize our felicity. 
In obedience to that command we 
have fixed upon to-morrow 2s the day 


which is to bleſs your Luzy forever. 
Ah, 
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Ah, my Palmene, when I reflect 
upon all my paſt inquietudes—when 
compare my preſent delightful pro- 
ſpects with thoſe hours of horror and 
jealouſy which once ſo cruelly tor- 
mented me —I am in amaze — I can 
hardly perſuade myſelf that I am in 
my perfect ſenſes—and that it is my 
Victoria—my life—my miſtreſs whom 
I continually behold. 

Good God, is it poſſible, that af- 
ter all my woes—after ſeeing her the 
wife of another—after deploring her 
as loſt to my faithful boſom — ſhe 
ſhould at length be freed from that 
fatal engagement which had robbed 
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eve of fulfilling thoſe vows, which, 
heaven had ſo often heard her make 
in favour of Luzy ! 

Rejoice with me, my friend, that 
in returning to the world J have re- 
gained the only treaſure in it, which 
could have fatisfied a heart as tender 
and as conſtant as mine. 

Madame De Villineauf is a little 
altered ſince I ſaw her laſt—it can, 
however, only be from thoſe ravages 
which time is wont to make on an 
aged form; her mind was ever amia- 
ble, was ever exhalted—and in that 
reſpect Madame De Villineauf has 
ſuffered no decay. 

Her daughter, the lovely Maria, is 
ſtill as charming as an angel—and her 

huſband, 


— 
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huſband, our accompliſhed Savillon, 
never ſhone more than in the charac- 
ter of a married man. 

We have had ſome laughable trou- 
ble with Julia De Sanſcerre ſince her 
arrival at Belvoir.—She affects to re- 
pent of having conſented fo readily to 
favour our friend Solignac—and ſhe 
pretends to declare ſeriouſly, that ſhe 
will defer his happineſs to another 
opportunity,-He ſhrugs his ſhoul- 
ders—he makes her a bow in deſpair. 

I exclaim, leave her then my friend 
—if ſhe can thus trifle with ſincerity 
like yours!” Julia De Sanſcerre im- 
mediately levels her wit at me—ſome 
ſhafts penetrate, others recoil upon 
the fair archer, 
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Solignac is now in a high debate 
with her on the very ſubject — he 
pleads her own promiſe being paſſed. 
— She contends for acting without 
reſtraint, It is, however, merely to 
pals the time — her love for him be- 
ing, in truth, no-leſs violent than his 
is for her. 

Maria De Savillon and Victoria 
are walking together in the garden 
—their converſation ſeems highly in- 
tereſting — I have a full view of 
them from my window, — What 
beauty — what innocence does each 
countenance diſplay! — Oh, my Vic- 
toria, what a ſhape! what an air! 
Pardon my fond pen Palmene— 
but I cannot behold her unmoved. 

— Ah, 
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— Ah, . how ſuperior is ſhe to all 
her ſex —even to her fair friend — 
who is, in the abſence of Victoria, 
a maſter-piece of perfection! — They 
draw near— Victoria looks up —the 
ſmiles. — Heavens, what raptures 
dwell upon her lips! They beckon 
my approach.—1I fly to obey. 
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The CourE DE Lvuzy, 
{In continuation. ) 


HIS is the day which has crown- 

ed me with felicity, my Pal- 
mene am all love—all tumult—all 
tranſport.-Let it be marked as the 
zra of permanent bliſs to thy friend. 
—She comes hear her ſtep, —Not 


another ſentence by heaven! 


„% 


The ComTE DE SAVILLON, 


{Tn continuation. } 


1 leave to congratulate you, 


dear Palmene, upon the commence- 


ment of our friend's permanent bliſs, 
I | 
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I am juſt returned from church with 
him and his angelic bride, Solignac 
and his bewitching one.—Our com- 
pany was large — our countenances 
very joyful. Julia De Solignac takes 
from me the pen. 


Juria DE SoLlicxac, 


{ In Continuation. } 


Y good friend, Palmene, would 
you think it? They have mar- 


ried me at laſt !—I, who ſo long have 


contended for widowhood and freedom 


—— have 
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have been abſolutely entangled by 
matrimony, without ſo much as in- 
tending to play ſo fooliſh a part !—I 
was told of promiſes I could not 
have made in my ſenſes: — I was 
threatened, if I did not comply, with 
the deſertion of your whole ſex :——I 
was alarmed.—In fine, I have given 
Solignac my hand — and I heartily 
wiſh that he may not repent of this 
condeſcenſion. 


LE T- 
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The ComTE DE SoLiGNAc, 


In Continuation. ) 


O, my dear Palmene, I can 

never repent my poſlefling ſo 
charming a woman II ſhall always 
look back on the moment that made 
her mine, as the one in which my 
happineſs was ſecured forever. 

Why are you not with us ?—We 
want only your preſence to compleat 
the feſtivity of the ſcene. — Victoria 
De Luzy appears, and proteſts that 
ſhe will add a few lines in this joint 


letter. Adieu —I reſign to her the pen. 
Vol. III. L Vie- 
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VicToRIA DE Luzy, 


{Tn Continuation.) 


| is now, Palmene, that my feli- 

city is complete, and I have no- 
thing more to wiſh for. — Luzy is 
mine—the indiſſoluble band of mar- 
riage has at length crowned thoſe 
vows which were made long ſince by 
the moſt conſtant and tender of hearts. 
Can this life afford any thing more 
charming than ſuch an union ?—No, 
my dear friend, it is impoſſible. — 
Come, then, and be a witneſs to this 
truth. 


L E T- 
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LETTER LAX; 


VICTORIA DE Luz v, 


T O 


JuLlia DE SoLIGNAC af Paris. 


WE hourly regret your abſence, 
my dear Julia, and think Bel- 


voir is not Belyoir without you. — 
Our rural ſports are however conti- 
nued — and we have been preſent at a 
ruſtic marriage, which has given new 

life to the happy people about us. 
The pretty Sophia was united to 
Nannette's brother a week ago.— 
We danced on the green, where the 
charms of the artleſs bride had ſo 
L 2 often 


> 
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often ſhone conſpicuous—and in truth 
there never was a more lovely couple, 
—Luzy danced a good deal with her 
—as did Savillon and the Marquis De 
Villars.—She was the queen of the 
night—and became the honours that 
were paid her. 

A circumſtance happened that I will 
not omit to relate, becauſe I-know you 
will have the pleaſure of laughing at 
me about it.—In truth, I deſerve your 
ridicule—and will therefore give you 
an opportunity of exerciſing it. 

Among the viſitors who were that 
4 day invited, came a beautiful young 
married woman, who is juſt arrived 
from Italy, — her name De St. Clare. 
Monſieur De St. Clare ſaw her at 


Bologna 


TE HERMIT or THE ROC. 221 


Bologna — and after a courtſhip of a 
very few months made her his, and 
brought her to his eſtate near Bel- 
voir. 

She is tall — well ſhaped — has 
piercing black eyes—and a beautiful 
langour in them which intereſts in 
her fayour all who behold them. 
She has, however, a ſpice of coquetry 
in her diſpoſition that her looks do 
not give you reaſon to ſuppoſe—but 
which I diſcovered very ſoon, as you 
ſhall judge. 0 

Upon Luzy's entrance into the ſa- 
loon, ſhe ſeemed amazed ſhe aroſe — 
ſhe conſidered him with attention ſhe 
evidently liked his perſon, — and after 
ſettling her bouquet, and adjuſting her 

L 3 features, 
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features, ſhe, by the moſt refined art, 
drew him towards her, to admire a 
ſnuff- box, which ſhe had produced as 
a curious piece of workmanſhip. 

Upon his approach, ſhe put it in 
his hands with an air which was per— 
fectly charming — and began a con- 
verſation with him, ſo pleaſant and ſo 
witty in itſelf, as engaged him to draw 
a ſeat near hers, and keep it up with 
ſpirit. 

Here, my dear Julia, I felt an uneaſy 
ſenſation, — He handed her to dinner 
—he fat himſelf by her ſide he help- 
ed her to the moſt exquiſite delicactes 
he played with her fan—he ventured 
to draw out a roſe from her bouquet, 
which he faſtened to his coat with an 

air 
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air of grace and gallantry, that to you 
I need not deſcribe. 

I bluſhed—my boſom throbbed—a 
tear had almoſt ſtarted. — You muſt 
not ſuppoſe, however, that I was, 
during this ſcene, neglected. He fat 
oppolite to me — his eyes would often 
meet mine, when they would ſpeak 
« unutterable things,” 

If I ſpoke, he was all attention— 
when I ſang, he ſeemed to forget 
every body but Victoria.— Let I was 
uneaſy.— Madame De St. Clare I re- 
garded as a dangerous rival.—Her roſy 
lips—her white and even teeth — the 
beauty of her hand and arm — all 
which ſhe endeavoured to diſplay on 
this occaſion to the higheſt advantage 

L 4 — per- 
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— perplexed and confuſed me — I 
regretted already my fate, — and 
thought I read its unhappineſs. 

In the evening we afſembled on a 
large lawn, and were entertained with 
ſome beautiful fire-works which were 
played from the adjacent gardens, and 
which formed a moſt enchanting ſight 
from the delightful ſpot where we fat 
to view them. 

Madame De St, Clare, during this 
ſcene, ſtrove to attract Luzy who was 
ſtanding near me, and making ſome 
obſervations on the particular magni- 
ficence of a ſun that was then letting 
off. She held in her hand an apple 
which ſhe propoſed to throw—and in 
a wild and lively manner declared, 
atalanta like, ſhe would run for it 
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with any gentleman who would ac- 
cept the challenge. 

All the men but Luzy avow ed 
themſelves ready to engage with her 
in the race. The Marquis De Villars 
approached, and, in particular, en- 
treated that he ſhould act the part of 
Hippomenes on this occaſion. She 
looked at Luzy.— He was polite—he 
gracefully offered his ſervices alſo — 
ſhe accepted of them, and diſcarded 
the Marquis. 

The apple was thrown — they ſet 
off — ſhe out-ſtripped the winds 
and Luzy, through gallantry, deter- 
mined that ſhe ſhould conquer, — She 
had very nearly obtained the victory, 
when in her eagerneſs to ſnatch at it, 
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ſhe unluckily gave a painful turn to 
her foot, and fell. — Every perſon 


flew towards her — and I among the 
number. 

When we drew near, I perceived 
that Luzy had thrown himſelf by 
her, and had half-raiſed her from 
the ground. She, however, ſtill fat 
on it, and her head reſted on his bo- 
ſom. Madame De St. Clare either 
was, or pretended to be faint — vola- 
tiles, and drops, were adminiſter- 
ed, and ſhe was at length able to 
ariſe, though not without the af/iduity 
of the Comte. 

When the dance on the green com- 
menced, no one could prevail on her 
to join in it but Luzy, — In ſhort, 

her 
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her behaviour was ſo particular and 
ridiculous, that it occaſioned much 
mirth to every body excepting me. 

After her departure,, the Comte 
was rallied on the ſubject of her par- 
tiality. He laughed heartily — pro- 
teſted the lady did him too much ho- 
neur; and I heard him, in a whiſper 
to Lindor, declare, that ſuch ſtrong 
love had never been made him before. 

Men, my dear Julia, be they ever 
ſo ſenſible and amiable, are always 
vain of a lady's favour, — He con- 
feſſed that he believed he enjoyed 
her's — and was one of the very firſt 
to ridicule her folly. 

This made me, in ſome meaſure, 
caſy—but when we were alone, he. 
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expreſſed to me ſuch a thorough diſ- 
guſt of her behaviour, contraſted with 
the delicate one (as he was pleaſed to 
call it) of his too happy Victoria's, 
as made me feel abſolutely aſhamed of 
my unjuſt fears. 


T told him of them, rallying at the 
ſame time my own folly, and placing 
it in the moſt laughable point of 
view; — he ſnatched me to his 
boſom ; — he aſked me, his love 
bad been a common one? He aſſured 
me, That ſo far from being touched 
by her charms, he had thought, they: 
were thrown away upon a woman ſo 
indelicate, and fo imprudent. in ber 
conduct. 

Thus, my Julia, have 1 related a 
ir- 
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circumſtance which will not fail, I 
am ſure, of drawing on me your 
mirth—and which you muſt allow, 
conſidering my being aware of that, 
to be an unparalleled piece of gene- 
roſi ty. 

Nannette refuſes to marry a wealthy 
farmer of this place, merely becauſe 
ſhe will not part with me. The 
Comte, however, inſiſts upon her 
making the man happy, promiſing 
that he will place him in affluence on 
a little eſtate which he means to pur- 
chaſe for them near Clarence ; and. 
that Nannette, in that caſe, will be 
always near me.. | 

She evidently likes the honeſt man, 


who with gratitude accepts of this 
pro- 
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propoſal—and I hope to compromiſe 
the matter before we leave Belvoir. 

I ſhall expect that you will go with 
us to Clarence. —The whole party 
here, in one voice, has engaged to 
accompany us thither in a fortnight, 

We ſhall call on you in Paris— 
but not to ſtay long. —After paying 
our reſpects at Verſailles, we mean to 
bid adieu for ſome time to that ſeat of 


' noiſe and folly, and take up our reſi- 


dence in the ever dear and charming 
ſhades of my beloved Clarence. 

Adieu! — embrace our Solignac 
tenderly for us. 


VICTORIA DE Luzv. 
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VICTORIA DE Luz v, 


TO THE. 


Marquis DE PALMENE. 


E expect your arrival at Cla- 
rence, dear Marquis, with im- 
patience, We look forward to it, as 
an event which will complete the 
ſcenes of happineſs that we are en- 


aged in. 
8 | Madame 
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Madame De Villineauf, Maria De 
Savillon and Julia de Solignac, proteſt 
with me that your company cannot 
ve ſpared on this occaſion. — You 
have promiſed to give it to us ſoon — 
and in return I gave you my word to 
tellyou all that paſſes in the mean. 
while, 

When we arrived at Paris, we pre- 
pared for our appearance at Verſailles. 
The drawing-room was a very full 
one — but his majeſty did not paſs us 
lightly over. — He congratulated me 
on my marriage, and paid me ſome 
compliments, accompanied with that 
air of graciouſneſs ſo peculiar to him, 
which gave them charms that I was 
not inſenſible to. 
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Our reception from the queen was 
very flattering. The Comte De Artois 
was by when we had the honour of 
kiſſing her majeſty's hand. On our 
retiring from the circle, he joined us. 
He preſented me to Luzy, telling bim, 


that he had once loved me—but that ny 


virtue and attachment to him, had fo 


feeeled my boſom againſt his perſuaſions, 


that he quitted me in deſpair. 

« If, my lord,” added he, ** ſhe 
was then proof againſt my love, how 
much more invulnerable to it muſt 


ſhe be when in the poſſeſſion of the 


man, whoſe bare idea, at that time, 


made her inſenſible to every other in- 
dividual of the ſex! — I muſt tell. 
you. 
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you, Luzy,” purſued the Comte De 
Artois with an air ot gallantry, ** that 
in calling this amiable creature your 
— I look upon you as the happicl: 
man in the univerſe.” 

You may ſuppoſe our friend re- 
ceived theſe ſpeeches with no leſs 
grace than they were ſpoken. In the 
vanity of my heart I muſt declare to 
you that the whole court appeared 
charmed with his air and addreſs.— 
The ladies, you know, ever diſtin- 
guiſhed him; — he does not ſeem 
to have loſt one atom of their fa- 
vour. 

In fine, we have bidden adieu to 
Verſailles for one while. — We ſet off 

with 


Tus HERMIT or Tyr ROCK. 235 


| | with our friends the next day for Cla- 
rence, whoſe woods and rural beauties 
are in high perfection. 


| Amidſt this ſcene of felicity, my 
| good friend, we adore the beneficent 


author of our preſent joys, and re- 
member, with penitence, thoſe hours 
we paſſed in bitterly complaining of 
our fate, 


We are become converts to this 
truth: that the afflitions which hea- 
ven ſends, ſhould always be borne 
with reſignation — and our hopes of 
better proſpects ought never to be 
given up—for that God who chaſtiſes 
us, can give us comfort, and nothing 

13 
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is ſo pleaſing in his ſight as an entire 
confidence in his mercy. 


Adieu. — We await your coming 
with impatience. 


VicToRIA D Luz. 
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